Source Citations

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
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EVIDENCE
UL  “Citation is an art,

not a science.”

Elizabeth Shown Mills, “Fundamentals of Citation,”
Evidence Explained, 3rd ed. (Baltimore : Genealogical Tow,
Publishing Company, 2015), 41. -
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M. Reed, Rocky Mountain National Park, 2016, flikr
(www.flickr.com : accessed 21 February 2018).




1861 England Census: William H. Kelsey
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Source citations can be:

Good — clearly stating the source and where to
access it

"England and Wales Census, 1861," William H
Kelsey household, Camberwell, London, Surrey,
England; database with images, FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org : accessed 10 December
2017); citing RG 9, piece 382, folio123, page 20,
The National Archives, Kew, Surrey.




Source citations can be:

Bad — completely lacking in useful details

1861 England Census




Source citations can be:

Ugly — decent information, but really long and confusing

Class: RG9; Piece: 382; Folio: 123; Page: 20; GSU roll: 542627
1861 England Census Ancestry.com Publisher Ancestry.com
Operations Inc Publisher Date 2005 Publisher Location Provo,
UT, USA http://interactive.ancestry.com/8767/sryrg9 380 384-
0674/6495413?backurl=http://person.ancestry.com/tree/58419
748/person/46036320768/facts/citation/323395591319/edit/re




ource citations can be:

*‘Non-existent — as in the case of Great
Grandma’s Cherokee heritage




"My father often talked about the "Shults" and
he said that his grandmother, Eliza Ann
Isenhour (Shults) was a full-blooded Cherokee
and she was born in Arkansas, so this is a
Family story that has been passed down."

Don Stagner, “Notes on Eliza Ann Isenhour,”
2003, Shults family file, undocumented
information; privately held by Diana Elder,
Highland, Utah.
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What is a Source Citation?

A statement identifying the specific location of a
source and details about that source.

Thomas B. Royston (DeKalb County, Alabama), cash
entry file, witness statement, state volume patent no.
5909, Lebanon, Alabama Land Office, Land Entry
Papers, 1800-1908. Record Group 49. Records of the

Bureau of Land Management, National Archives,
Washington, D.C.




When might you need to create a source citation?

*Adding a new source on
FamilySearch or Ancestry

*Entering a source into your
personal database

*Sharing a document wi
another researcher

Fortunare Drawers. Capis. Dint

No.Dt.5ee. | Fortunate Deawers. Cep

Dist. No.Dt.Sw

Oliver Morse, Stewarss 227 15 2| Adsm G. Saffald, sol. Walkers 258 2
Raleigh Spinks. Spinks 125 7 4| Mathew H. Jones, Guine 54 22
James D, Wilson. Bowens 174 3 4| Thes. Summerlia's orps.Jennings 143 12
Thomas Porteh, Stewarts 230 12 24 NEWTON
Nahum Listle, Dosters 157 10 1| Robent P, d. Peani 7
Warres Masscagale: Newbys 208 5 4| o pioisd: Pensiogrons 173 4 3
Dickson.  Mullins 01 Asa, Josbua B., Jordan J
s, Woods 92 orps. Clarks 166
ow's e & do o 4
R.S.Mulins 109 7 4 A > 11521 3
Newbys 141 12 3 w. R. 5. Pulling 265 10 2
2 Manlden, wid. Seewarts 84 19 1 Webb, tol. Peaniagtons 75 17 |
William Cox, Sullivans 147 12 3 olb, Dyers 4115 1
Joba Joaes, orphan, Davis 147 75 ws Mom. Orers 6131
David Hadaway, R. S. Dosters 86 1 1| William Dowling, Smiths 1" 19 1
Isssc Tickaer, Breadloves 177 16 2 OGLETHORP!
39 12 21 3us. Johuson, son.of N..Barfords 181 4 3
“| Edward Powell. Rousseaus 2l 53
Alesander Jooes, Rousseaus 37 65
7 170 7 5! Swephen Aenold, jr. Arnolds 43 10 2
Barlows 191 5 3| Ja Johason. Seals 104 33 1
rkin's orps. do. 149 20 2| Johe Billeps, Rousseay 272 6 |
o, s, Hod 81 30 1 William T. Gilham, do 229 75
Benjamin Mims 331 30 1] Polly Birdsong, wid. do. 64 16 1
Jas. Faircloth, idic 176 1 1| Nathaniel H. Smich. sol. Smiths 71 4 4
Jesse Snelgrove, ) 149 23 2| John M. Andrews. Holloways 228 17 2
LIBER | Rabert Brooks, Williamsons 49 62
- | Elizabeth Jeakins, wd. Burfords 218 22 2
Joba Way. je. 13tb 2 14 5] Aadrew Thompeon. R. 5. do. 209 2 5
LINCOLN PIKE
Felix Crosson, Lonorgans 73 7 7| jowph Davidson, R. S, Loogs 183 29 1
Sacah Tumer, w. R. 5. Frasers 256 3 4} 5ou'p “Clegs. Hicks 105 44
John G. Strother, Gideons 6 93 PULASKI
James C Haedys 239 5 5| James Brysa's orps. Kellams 183 645
Jesse Hae $7 42 PUT?
Hasaah C 267 12 2| Chnstian Broce, wid. Allums
agleton Y 190 13 1 | Presiey Prichand, R. 5. Choices
i Hamnesberger. Frases 13119 24 5oha’). Ray, Clatks
e MADISON. o 1| John Mooneyham's orps. do
Hague. R. 8. G 19 1| George W. Hays, Dismukes
bn W, Gastett, Adal 12 21 7 ochariah Hoos, Sawyers
Downs. Beerymans 32 RABUN.
Joba P. Vaughn, Phipps 3| Chesley McKeazie, Godireys 183 11 5
MAINTOSH Absslom MeKen: d 101 65
Robert A. Caldwell, Demeries 190 21 2| Michael Fricks, Mercers 75 85
MONROE RICHMOND.
Thomas Sadler, Pattezsons 137 22 1| Daniel 5. Roman, Huntingtons 127 3 5
Decwry Allen’s orps. Douglass 177 5 4/ Susaanah Johmsoa. Kellys 225 21
W. L. Q. C. D. Huat, orph, do. 14 16 || Benjamin Beantiey, Huni 101 15 2
Joba Cooper, Hovses 62 17 2| Jeptha Dasiel, R. §. J 86 & 1
Margaret McSwain, haWrights 173 17 2| Lucy M. Yarnold, wi oxs 186 19 1
Amas Gosee 60 8 3 Elizaberh Howard, wid, Blacks 264 & |

do.
MORGAN.
William Nelson, Stokes

T. Camp, Youngs

ha Royston's orph. Gains

EEM.AMF,JR,WA¥

in, on readwells 129

wid. Murphys
SCRIVEN.

Michael Janws, ocph. Poytress 263

P. C. K
Polly Roe

H. G, M. #LE Gill ills. Robertsl 63
Thomas G. Walker, Lovets 80

Miss Martha Lou Houston, Reprint of Official Register of Land Lottery of Georgia 1827,
(Coumbus, Georgia ; Walton-Forbes Company 1928) entry for John Royston's orphan of
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Sept 2016), image 214.




When might you need to create a source citation?

Writing a family history book

Writing a proof statement

Writing an article for publication




Why should you cite your sources?

To evaluate and analyze each source located

Prove your research findings and analysis
Find the source again

Enable others to find the source
Show reasonably exhaustive research




Step One: Understand the source
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Step One: Understand the source

o5
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Step Two: Create Your Citation by
answering 5 questions

WHO? WHAT?
WHERE |IS?

WHEN? WHERE WITHIN?

Board for Certification of Genealogists, Genealogy Standards,
(Nashville and New York: Turner Publishing, 2014), 7. and Thomas W.
Jones, Mastering Genealogical Documentation, (Arlington: National
Genealogical Society, 2017), 33-5. Used with permission.




MyFlorida.com (http://tihdslweb.dep.state.fl.us
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Land Documents F.A.Q. Contact Us

What is this site for? What can I do here?

Which image format should T use?

Can I get more detailed information about the image formats?
What do the document type abbreviations mean?

Does your search engine support wildcards? F I O rl d a De partm e nt Of

Which pages are safe to bookmark?

I Searched for a document/lease/instrument number that T know 1 I
Which web browsers does this site support? E nVI ro n m e ntal P rOte Ctl O n

What is this site for? What can I do here?

This is th¢ Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), Oivision of St&&d Lands, Board of Trustees

Land Doc . X ¢ images for thousands of active and
historical documents maintained by the Division of State Lands.
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Land Document Details

Contact Us | FAQ

New Search
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Extract the
WHEREIN
from the
source.
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WHQO? WHAT? WHEN?

Florida Department of Environmental Protection,
“Armed Occupation Act of 1842, Florida Land
Permits,” entry for Arthur Dillard, 26 July 1843,

http://tlhdslweb.dep.state.fl.us. : accessed 9
February 2016), DM ID: 148527, Legacy Doc.
Locator: AOP3815.

WHEREIN ?
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Marriage
Shults and A.D. Rayston -

11 December 1898, Indian

Territory, Southern
District

Record for W.H.

CERTIFICATE CF MARRIAGE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, )

Indian Territory, ) ss.
Scuthern District. )

I, A, B, Hugnes a M, of G.
do herevy certify that on the __Iitn day o:):;;;;y A, D, 1398
I 4id duly end according to law, as W, as conmanded in the foregoing
License, solemnize the Rite end publishk the Bans of Matrimony between

the parties therein named.

Witness my hend, this Iith  day of _ Decemper  A.D.IZ0Z

A, B, Huzhes

& %, of G.

My Credentials are recorded in the office of the Clerk of the United
States Court in the Indian Territory, Judicial Division,
Book A, Page _I08&

Filed ané duly recorded, this__ I0th day of January 1898

Certificate of True Copy

STATE OF OKLAYORA )
7 SS9

CARTER COUNTY )

I, Willie Maddox, do certify that I have compared the foregoing_
copy of a Merriage License with the original now remeining on file
in this office, &nd that the came is a full, true and exect copy

thereof.
In witness whereof I have hersuntc set my hand and affixed my
official seal this 6 day of Mapch 19473
Y LJ,//?4L»«/¢4~/ Court Clerk
Br

“Certificate of True Copy," Carter County, Oklahoma




Step Two: Create Your Citation by
answering 5 questions

WHO? WHAT?
WHERE |IS?

WHEN? WHEREIN?

Board for Certification of Genealogists, Genealogical Standards,
(Nashville and New York: Turner Publishing, 2014), 7. and Thomas W.
Jones,Mastering Genealogical Documentation, (Arlington: National
Genealogical Society, 2017), 33-5. Used with permission.




Who created the source?

The author

The creator - often a religious or
government entity

The informant




Who Created the Source

Carter County, Oklahoma, copy of original
marriage license and certificate, unpaginated,
Shults-Rayston, 11 December 1898, Indian
Territory Southern District, recorded 1943,
County Court Clerk, Ardmore, Oklahoma.




What is the source?

Published works: books, articles, journals,
websites — italicize

Unpublished work: a personal history,
interview, collection of loose papers, birth
registration book - use quotes around the title
or if not title describe the record




What is the source?

Carter County, Oklahoma, copy of original
marriage license and certificate, unpaginated,
Shults-Rayston,11 December 1898, Indian
Territory Southern District, recorded 1943,
County Court Clerk, Ardmore, Oklahoma.




When was the source created or
when did the event happen?

Published source - cite the year of
publication; for a journal or magazine, add
the month or season.

Website - add the access date. Because URL’s
change, the date could help to relocate the
source.




When was the source created or when
did the event happen?

Unpublished source - use the date
of creation, the date of the event it
reports, or both.




When was the source created or
when did the event happen?

Carter County, Oklahoma, copy of original
marriage license and certificate, unpaginated,
Shults-Rayston, 11 December 1898, Indian
Territory Southern District, recorded 1943,
County Court Clerk, Ardmore, Oklahoma.




Wherein the book, film, magazine,
database, etc is the source located?

Published source - a volume or page
number

Online database - cite the image number
or waypoints




Wherein the book, film, magazine,
database, etc is the source located?

Government certificate - document
number.

Unpublished source - identify an order
and describe it: “folio 3, page 25.”




Wherein the book, film, magazine,
database, etc is the source located?

Carter County, Oklahoma, copy of
original marriage license and
certificate, unpaginated, Shults-

In this example,
the marriage
record has no

Rayston,11 December 1898, Indian document
Territory Southern District, recorded number, so it is
1943, County Court Clerk, Ardmore, designated as
Oklahoma. “unpaginated.”




Where is the source located?

Published source- place of publication

Website - URL

Unpublished source — where the source
can be viewed




Where is the source located?

Carter County, Oklahoma, copy of original marriage
license and certificate, unpaginated, Shults-
Rayston,11 December 1898, Indian Territory
Southern District, recorded 1943, County Court
Clerk, Ardmore, Oklahoma.




Layered Citations FVIDENCE

CPLAINED

(g

The term coined by Elizabeth Shown Mills to o
describe digital sources that contain digital
images of original records.

Elizabeth Shown Mills, “Fundamentals of Citation,”
Evidence Explained, 3rd ed. (Baltimore:
Genealogical Publishing Company, 2015), 58.



Layered Citations

Include both the physical source citation, then all of the
digital source citation information, separating the two
sections with a semicolon.

A third section might be necessary if referencing the
original microfilm reproduction of the source, as shown
below.




Layered Citations

Mason County, Kentucky, “Marriage Bonds,
Book 4, 1855-1857,” Scott—Frank bond (2
September 1857); database and digital
images, “Kentucky Marriages, 1797-1954,”
image 305, FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org : accessed 24 Jun
2012); citing FHL microfilm 281,846.




Different Citation Formats are used depending
upon the project.

* Reference notes
* Footnotes
e Endnotes

* Shortened reference
notes

* Source List Entry




Reference notes

Prove a fact such as the date or place of an
event.

Used in research reports and publications

Include when adding a new source to
FamilySearch or Ancestry




Reference Notes

Footnotes: inserted throughout the article,
referenced by number and appearing at the
bottom of the page

Endnotes: listed at the end of a chapter, article,
or book




Reference Notes

Thaddeus Brockett Rice, History of Greene
County Georgia, (Macon, Georgia : J.W. Burke
Company, 1961), 394.




Shortened reference notes

Used after the first full citation in a report, as
shown below.

Rice, History of Greene County,
Georgia, 394.




Source List Entry

Also known as a bibliography

A master list of books, microfilm, or other
sources used for research

Placed at the end of a book or an article




Source List Entry

Rice, Thaddeus Brockett. History of Greene
County Georgia. Macon, Georgia : J.W. Burke
Company, 1961.




Source Citations Tell the Story

Summary of Results

Dora was found to be a descendant of John Cary Royston born about 1750 in Virginia. He began the
westward migration that would lead Dora’s branch of the family to Indian Territory/Oklahoma by 1900. The
records document the following migration of four generations of the Royston family: Virginia, South Carolina,
Georgia, Alabama, Texas, and Indian Territory/Oklahoma. Because each generation of Royston's migrated
to a newly opened territory, vital records and church records proved sparse. A combination of census,
probate, land, vital, military, newspaper, and court records needed fo be utilized to prove the linkage
between each of the four generations.

DNA testing has become an important genealogical tool with the Y chromosome DNA test used to compare
a direct paternal line ancestry ® Genetic genealogists Blaine Bettinger and Debbie Wayne explain, “Because
each man's Y chromosome is nearly identical to the Y chromosome that his many-great-grandfather
possessed, the Y-DNA line can be traced back very far." * Since only males carry the Y chromosome, Dora's
nephew was tested and his Y chromosome DNA matched that of other Royston men proven to have

! Effie Lorain Shults Bassett, "Memories " personal history p.1 -5, between 1971 and 2000, photocopy of typescript
from Bobby Gene Shults, [ADDRESS FOR PRIVATE USE], Burley, Idaho; files of author.

I Texas State Board of Health, death certificate, Dora Algia Shults, Reg. Dis. No 3184, Registered No. 476.
Lubbock,1925; “Texas, Death Certificates, 1903-1982," Lubbock, 1925, Jan-Mar, image 11, Ancestry
(http:/fsearch.ancestry.com: accessed 20 February 2016). DOCUMENT 1

¥ 1900 U.S. Census, Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory, population schedule, township 25 range 5W, enumeration
district (ED) 166, sheet 24B, dwelling 379, family 397, Robert H. Royston household; digital image, Ancestry,
(http:/iwww.ancestry.com accessed 17 February 2016); citing NARA microfilm publication T623, roll 1849.
DOCUMENT 2

‘1880 U.S. Census, Johnson County, Texas, population schedule, precinct 1, enumeration distriet (ED) 81, p.271
(stamped), p.41 (penned), dwelling 356, family 362, Robert C Royston household, digital image, Ancestry,
(http:/iwww.ancestry.com: accessed 26 April 2016); citing NARA microfilm publication T9, roll 1313. DOCUMENT 3




Marriage License and Certificate of William
Huston Shults and Dora Algie Royston

CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGZ

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, )
Indian Territory,

s i stric
Scuthern District.

I, A, B. Hughes a. M, of G
do hereby certify that con the 1itn day ofDecempur _ &. D. 1398
I 4i1d duly end according to lew, as commended in the foregoing
License, solemnize the Rite end publish the Bans of Matrimony between
the parties therein named.

Witness my hend, this Iith _ day of _ Degember  A.D.IZ0Z
A, B, Hughes

a i, of G.

My Credentials are recorded in the office of the Clerk of the United
States Court in the Indian Territory, Judicial Division,
Book A, Page _I08& >

Filed and duly recorded, this__ I0th day of January 1898

Certificate of True Copy

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 1
8S.
CARTER COUNTY )

I, Willie Maddox, do certify that I have compared the foregoing
copy of a Merriage License with the original now remaining on file
in this office, &nd that the same is & full, true and exect copy
thereof.

In witness whereof I have nersunto set my hand end affixed my
official seal this _ 6th _ dey of __ March 19473
ML Pl Court Clerk
Br

Deputy




Marriage License and Certificate of William
Huston Shults and Dora Algie Royston

Carter County, Oklahoma, copy of marriage license and
certificate, Shults-Rayston,11 Dec 1898, Indian Territory

Southern District, recorded 1943, County Court Clerk,
Ardmore, Oklahoma.
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1900 Census

1900 U.S. Census, Chickasaw Nation, Indian
Territory, population schedule, township 2S range
5W, enumeration district (ED) 166, sheet 24B
(penned), dwelling 378, family 396, Houston Shults
household; digital image, Ancestry,
(http://www.ancestry.com accessed 17 February

2016); citing NARA microfilm publication T623, roll
1849.




1910 Census - two missing children

Age Marital status  Children born Birthplace

and living

William H
Shults

Daora Shults
Charles L
Shults

Dela V

Lola M

Head

Wife

Son

Daughter

Daughter

32

27

1512

Marriage 1
for 11 years

Marriage 1
for 11 years

S

53

Texas

Texas

Oklahoma

Oklahoma

Oklahoma




1910 Census

1910 Census U.S. Federal Census, Jefferson
County, Oklahoma, population schedule, Earl
Township, enumeration district (ED) 152, sheet
9A (penned), dwelling 107, family 107, William H.
Shults household; digital image, Ancestry,
(http//www.ancestry.com : accessed 2 march
2016); citing NARA microfilm publication T624,
roll 1254,




Personal History

“l, Effie Lorain Shults, was born in a log cabin in Antlers,
Ok., May 23, 1913. My mother, Dora Royston Shults, and
father, William Houston Shults, lived on a farm. At the
time | was born, | had two brothers that had died of
Membrous croup at age 3 and 5. There was only 6 hours
difference in their deaths. They were buried together at
McGee cemetery 1 mile north of Stratford.”




Personal History

Effie Lorain Shults Bassett,
"Memories," personal history p.
2, between 1971 and 2000,
photocopy of typescript from
Bobby Gene Shults, Burley, Idaho,
files of author.




Personal Letter

A 1966 letter from the researcher in Oklahoma who
examined the headstone in McGee Cemetery,
Stratford, Oklahoma, reported that “the lettering
on it [the marker] is getting just a little dim. It was
a double marker and this is the information | wrote
down from it”:




Robert G.[Shults] W. Linard [Shults]
Son of W.H. & D.A. son of W.H. & D.A.
Born July 12, 1900 Born Dec 8, 1901
Died Mar 10, 1905 Died Mar 10, 1905

Mrs. Jack Lambert (Stratford, Oklahoma) to Mr.
Shults [Bobby Gene Shults], letter, 18 August 1966;
privately held by author, [ADDRESS FOR PRIVATE
USE], 2016. [Bob Shults gave letter to author].




Dora’s death
certificate, 1925

Texas State Board of Health, death certificate, Dora
Algia Shults, Reg. Dis. No 3184, Registered No. 476.
Lubbock,1925; “Texas, Death Certificates, 1903-1982,”
Lubbock, 1925, Jan-Mar, image 11, Ancestry

(http://search.ancestry.com: accessed 20 February
2016).

_



Steps to citing a source

Step One: Understand the source

Step Two: Create a source citation by
answering 5 questions: who, what, when,
where in, and where is.




EVIDENCE
UL  “Citation is an art,

not a science.”

Elizabeth Shown Mills, “Fundamentals of Citation,”
Evidence Explained, 3rd ed. (Baltimore: Genealogical
Publishing Company, 2015), 41.




