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Class Syllabus Online

http://familylocket.com/sources-to-research-confe
derate-soldiers-online/



My Interest in Confederate Soldiers

● Memorial Day 
observance

● List of relatives who 
died in war

● Should I honor 
Confederate Veterans?

● Learn more



Confederate Relatives Research Project

● In preparation to teach this class
● List of all Confederate relatives in my family tree
● Included husband’s family tree
● Total number researched: 24





Royston Family

● 14 total children by 1863
● Benjamin and Joseph were 

twins
● Lived in Alabama
● Ulysses F, Charles B, and 

Benjamin died
● Joseph and Robert 

survived
● The family moved to Texas 

after the war



Dyer Family
● 11 total children by 1867
● Lived in Hawkins, Tennessee
● Confederate

○ Augustus Washington Dyer
○ William Thomas Dyer (went mad)
○ Lewis Tharp Dyer
○ Mary’s husband Caswell Tate (died)

● Union
○ Richard Fain Dyer
○ Elizabeth’s fiancee John Beals

● Half the family moved to Utah/Colorado after war



Challenges of 
Confederate Research



1890 Veterans Schedule

● Most not in the 1890 
Veterans Schedule 

● Official title: “United 
States Census of 
Union Veterans…”

● Only 1 of 14 of my 
living Confederate 
veteran relatives 
listed



Pension differences

Union Confederate

Availability National Archives State by state

Dates Beginning in 1861 Varies

Eligibility Veterans, widows, 
parents, and minor 
dependents under 
certain conditions

Varies: mostly disabled or 
indigent veterans



Identify Service 
and Regiment



Gather clues to determine 
if your relative was a 
Confederate soldier and 
his battle unit.

Easy

Hard



1. Birth Year Range

● Look in your family tree
● Most Civil War soldiers were ages 18-45 (born 

between 1816 - 1847) 
● All of my Confederate relatives were born 

between the years 1823-1848.
● Outliers

○ Some boys younger than 18 joined
○ Many officers were older - over 45



2. Family Memories

● Interview relatives
● Clues in family histories
● Oral history
● i.e. “Your great grandfather 

Robert C. Royston was a 
confederate soldier”



3. Headstones, obituaries, memorials

● Headstones: battle unit descriptions

● Obituaries: stories about military service

● Memorials: FindAGrave.com memorials with 
biographical information



Headstone

● 5 of my 24 had battle 
units inscribed on their 
headstones

● Southern Cross of Honor
● “Joseph Royston Co F 

61 ALA INF CSA”



Obituary

Captain James S. 
Williamson, of Lowndes 
county, Alabama, fell in 
the battle before 
Richmond, June 30th, 
1862, aged 58 years.



FindaGrave Memorial

2 of my 24 had 
a memorial 
mentioning Civil 
War Service but 
no inscription 
on headstone





4.  1910 and 1930 Censuses

● If they lived long enough
● Only as reliable as the informant
● Only 4 of my 24 were alive for the 1910 census 

○ 3 of the 4 had the marking for CA, 1 was blank
● 0 of 24 were alive for the 1930 census



1910 Census

● Column 30 - “whether a survivor of the Union or 
Confederate Army or Navy”

● UA = Union Army, UN = Union Navy, CA = 
Confederate Army, CN = Confederate Navy



1910 Census



1930 Censuses

● Column 30 - veterans
● Column 31 - “what war or expedition”

○ WW - World War
○ SP - Spanish-American War
○ Civ - Civil War

● 0 of my 24 were alive in 1930



1930 Censuses



5. State Confederate Pension Records

● Laws passed to aid Confederate veterans
○ Indigent
○ Lost a limb
○ Widows

● Beginning as early as 1865
● May contain personal correspondence
● 8 of my 24 veterans or their dependents received 

pensions







Dear Mr. Stewart, 

I want to thank you for 
what you have done for 
me. I surely need a little 
help for i am getting 
old...may God bless and 
save you…

-Isabell D. Royston



How to Find Confederate Pensions

● Look in state of residence, not service
● Trace them in census records (1870, 1880, etc.)
● Each state varies

○ Remarried widows not eligible
○ Unmarried or widowed daughters of veterans 

eligible in Virginia



Confederate 
Pension 
Availability

Alabama 1865: disabled soldiers
1900: veterans/widows

Arkansas 1891: veterans
1915: widows and mothers

Florida 1885: veterans
1889: widows

Georgia 1877: soldiers who lost a limb; indigent
1890: indigent widows

Kentucky 1912: indigent and disabled soldiers and 
widows

Louisiana 1898: veterans or widows

Mississippi 1888: veterans who lost a limb
1890: indigent veterans/widows



Confederate 
Pension 
Availability

Missouri 1911:  infirm soldiers or dependants

North Carolina 1885: incapacitated veterans, widows

Oklahoma 1915: Disabled, indigent veterans and 
widows

South Carolina 1887: needy veterans/widows (few extant)
1919: poor/older veterans and widows

Tennessee 1891: indigent veterans
1905: widows

Texas 1899: indigent veterans and widows

Virginia 1888: disabled veterans
Later: all veterans, widows, unmarried/ 
widowed daughters



List of collections at Online Syllabus



Tennessee Pensions Online Index





6. Search Google

● Name (including aliases and abbreviations)
● “Confederate” or “Civil War”
● Regiment



Google Search Results

● You may find their headstone, a roster, photo, 
letter, diary, regimental history, or more

● Civil War History is of interest to many people - 
thousands of websites have been created







Locate the CMSR



Compiled Military Service Record

You gathered some clues…

Now you can go find the CMSR!

I found 23 of 24 CMSRs for my 
Confederate veteran relatives



Compiled Military Service Record (CMSR)

● Derivative record
● Created by the War Department beginning in 

1903
● Contain cards with data abstracted from original 

muster rolls, hospital records, prison records,
● Sometimes contain original records



1860 Federal Census

● Need to know place of residence in 1860 to find 
their CMSR

● Service records are by state
● Regiments often raised in a certain county





What state to look in?

Residence: Chambers, AL

Look in:

● Alabama Service Records
● Regiments from 

Chambers County

Wikipedia list of regiments 
from Chambers County



Where to find a CMSR?

● Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System (National 
Park Service Database)
○ www.NPS.gov
○ FamilySearch.org Index
○ Ancestry.com Index

● Fold3.com digitized images of CMSRs



NPS Soldiers and Sailors Database

● List of soldiers in 
regiment feature not 
reliable lately

● To view the 
regiment list, use 
the Ancestry index



FamilySearch Index

● Collection Title: United States Civil War Soldiers 
Index, 1861-1865 

● Free index created from 6.3 million soldier 
records (CMSRs)



Ancestry.com Index

● Collection Title: U.S. Civil War Soldiers 
1861-1865 index

● Can search for the exact company and regiment 
to see a list of all soldiers



Fold3 Digitized CMSR Files

● Digitized images of the full CMSR
● View with a Fold3 subscription 
● View for free at a family history center



CMSR Browsing at Fold3

Click Browse - Civil War - Civil War Service Records - 
Confederate

● Type in name
● Or keep browsing by state and regiment, if known

Why browse? Look at the list of names
● Surname could be misspelled
● Initials could be used for first name
● Siblings may be serving in same company







Casualty Sheet

C.B. Royston

Roll No. 2 Kalorama Hospital

“Rebel”



Record of Death and 
Internment

● This is an original record 
included in the CMSR of 
C.B. Royston

● After the index cards, you 
may find original records



Research the 
Regiment



1. Find Regimental 
Histories and 
Timelines



1. Find Regiment Histories and Timelines

American Civil War 
Research Database

Created by Historical 
Data Systems

Free at FH Centers



1. Find Regiment Histories and Timelines

Ancestry.com 
collection

U.S. American Civil 
War Regiments

Created from Historic 
Data Systems



1. Find Regiment Histories and Timelines

Search google for 
regiment

14th Alabama 
Infantry

Fourteenth Alabama 
Infantry 



1. Find Regiment Histories and Timelines

 National Park 
Service

Search for battle 
units

Find brief regimental 
histories



1. Find Regiment Histories and Timelines

 Civil War in the East 
Website (VA & PA)
● Timelines
● Major battles
● Locations



1. Find Regiment Histories and Timelines

Stone Sentinels 
Website
● Monuments
● Tagged with 

regiments
● Details about 

battlefields and 
monuments 



1. Find Regiment Histories and Timelines

 Free online books or 
regimental histories 
in public domain

● Google books
● Internet Archive



1. Find Regiment Histories and Timelines

 WorldCat Catalog
● Search for 

regimental 
histories

● i.e. 14th Alabama 
Infantry



1. Find Regiment Histories and Timelines

WorldCat Catalog
● Request book via 

interlibrary loan 

● Search online for 
collections of the 
letters, diaries and 
other sources 
referenced in the books



2. Learn from Local 
Historians



2. Learn from Local Historians

● Civil War Talk Forum 

● Local historical 
societies may point 
you in direction of 
local experts to 
contact



2. Learn from Local Historians

Civil War Talk Forum
● Email forum members
● I got a response from a local 

expert on the 14th Alabama
● More info about C.B. Royston’s 

location of capture



3. Consult State 
Archives’ Digital 
Collections



3. Consult State Archives’ Digital Collections

National Archives list 
of each state archives’ 
websites

Contact information 
for state archives and 
historical societies as 
of November, 2013

https://www.archives.gov/research/alic/reference/state-archives.html
https://www.archives.gov/research/alic/reference/state-archives.html
https://www.archives.gov/research/alic/reference/state-archives.html


3. Consult State Archives’ Digital Collections

It’s possible to find
● Diaries
● Letters
● Newspapers
● Historical context



Members of the original staff of the 14th 
Alabama Infantry regiment

Courtesy of Alabama 
Department of 
Archives and History, 
used with permission.

Standing: Captain Pinckard, First 
Lieutenant David W. Hinkle, Captain 
Ferry Hinshaw, and Judge J. B. 
Gaston. Seated: Lieutenant Colonel 
Bayne, Colonel Thomas Judge, and 
Major McLemore.

http://digital.archives.alabama.gov/cdm/ref/collection/photo/id/7291
http://digital.archives.alabama.gov/cdm/ref/collection/photo/id/7291
http://digital.archives.alabama.gov/cdm/ref/collection/photo/id/7291


4. Search Newspaper 
Collections



4. Search Newspaper Collections

● Chronicling America
● Ancestor Hunt - 

resource for newspaper 
research links

● Learn historical context 
for the time/place



4. Search Newspaper Collections

June 30, 1863

Digitized at the 
Alabama 
Department of 
Archives and History

http://digital.archives.alabama.gov/cdm/compoundobject/collection/cwnp/id/23/rec/1
http://digital.archives.alabama.gov/cdm/compoundobject/collection/cwnp/id/23/rec/1
http://digital.archives.alabama.gov/cdm/compoundobject/collection/cwnp/id/23/rec/1


Deserters

List of Deserters
...
Thomas J. Hamby, Private, 29 
years old, blue eyes, dark hair, 
fair complexion, 6 feet high. 
Born in Newton county, Ga. 
Farmer by occupation. He 
belongs to Co B, 47th Ala. 
Regiment.



5. Browse the 
Confederate Veteran 
Magazine



5. Browse the Confederate Veteran Magazine

● Library of 
Virginia online 
catalog - index 
entries

● Full issues on 
Internet 
Archive



5. Browse the Confederate Veteran Magazine



6. Consult secondary 
sources



6. Consult secondary sources for questions like:

● Why did Southern soldiers desesrt?
● What was the Old Capitol prison like?
● What was the Kalorama General Hospital / Eruptive 

Fever Hospital?
● What is eruptive fever?



Why did Southern soldiers desert?

“For some Civil War volunteers, their service in the army 
was predicated on specific treatment from their officers and 
the government. When they believed that the government 
had not held up its end of the bargain (by failing to provide 
essential supplies, for example, or by furnishing incompetent 
leaders) they assumed that the contract had been 
voided—and their absence, by extension, did not constitute 
desertion.” 

- George Mason University Professor, George Hamner



Google Book - Photographic History of Civil 
War: Prisons and Hospitals

What was the 
old capitol 
prison like?



6. Consult secondary sources

What was the 
Kalorama 
General Hospital 
like?



7. Search Federal 
Sources



7. Search Federal Sources

● Library of Congress
○ Civil War Photo Collection
○ Civil War Map Collection

● National Archives
○ Civil War Photos
○ NARA Prologue Magazine articles on 

the Civil War





 
[Rows of 
tombstones at 
Arlington Cemetery, 
Arlington, Virginia]

[ca. 1865]

Library of Congress



8. Read Digitized Letters, Diaries, Memoirs

● Letters from the American Civil War 
website: civil.war-letters.com

● University of Washington Civil War 
Letters collection

● University of Notre Dame Rare Books 
and Special Collections



Report Your Findings



Write a report

● Objective
● Summary of known facts
● Background information
● Working hypothesis
● Identified sources and strategy
● Findings and analysis
● Conclusions
● Suggestions for future research



Interactive Timeline - Twile.com







Why Research Confederate Soldiers?

● Give them enough respect 
to learn their story

● Historical perspective
● Understanding



● Don’t judge ancestors, 
just learn from them

● Memorial Day national 
cemetery diorama

● Headstones with 
Confederate relatives 
who died during the war

What did I teach my children?



“You have to know the past 

to understand the present.”

- Carl Sagan
Cosmos, PBS series, 1980



Every story matters.



Questions and final note

● Please rate the class using 
the app

● Press the clipboard


