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Discovering Your Roots
Basic Record Types and Strategies
Why Research Family History?
You can find extraordinary things about ordinary people.
How to Begin
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How to Know if Information is Accurate
Primary information and original documents are best.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Information
· *Primary: eyewitness account*
· Secondary: heard from someone else
· Unknown: don’t know the informant
Source
· *Original: first record of an event*
· Birth, marriage, death records
· Cemetery records
· Census records
· Military records

· Derivative: index, transcription; usually created by a genealogy website, company, historical society, library.
· Database of births or deaths online
· Social security death index
· Census transcriptions

· Authored: original work; usually created by an individual – author, researcher
· Family trees published online
· Family history books
· Biographies
· Reports
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Learn to Research
FamilySearch Wiki
· Encyclopedia for family history research
· https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page
· Look up places (Ireland, New York, etc.) for links to record collections and how to research there
· Look up record types (newspapers, census records, military research, etc.) to learn how to find them
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Censuses
How do I know if this record
matches my ancestor?

* Compare unique information

¢ Combining all the unique information
about a person forms a unique identity
for them, like a fingerprint

¢ The more details you know, the better

¢ The more specific your details, the
better
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Choose with a deceased great-
grandparent to start with

Find basic records about them
* Census
+ Bisth, marsiage, death certificates

Record the information in your
family tree
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Standard Formats for Genealogy Info
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Dates Places
Day, month, year City, County, State, Country

24 Ju ﬁ/ 19713 Taylor, Navajo, Arizona, US-A




