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Track
• Track positive and negative searches

Note
• Note the date a database was searched.

Create
• Create source citations to be used other places.

Show
• Show at a glance what has been found. 



Evaluate information and evidence.Evaluate

Be more productive and efficient in research.Be

Avoid duplication of  effort.Avoid

Break through brick walls with better record keeping.
Break 

through



The research notebook

The electronic research log

The handwritten research log form

The online database Research Ties



Use for working on the collaborative FamilySearch

FamilyTree or your Ancestry tree.

Note ID numbers and names of  individuals to explore in 

the future.

Source citations are automatically created when attaching 

hints or records from these websites.

Track research done for the day and what to do next.



Create in a table format or a spreadsheetCreate in

Have multiple pages in a single spreadsheetHave

Sort columns in a spreadsheet to view 
specific searches

Sort



Add a page for each generation 

or family member



Keep in your computer files with each ancestor 
or family

Keep in

Cut and paste information from websites 
Cut and 

paste

Add links to online records Add





Keep
Keep copies in binder or file folder or transfer 
to electronic logs

Use in Use in archives where only paper is allowed

Print Print several copies to fill out by hand

Download
Download a template from FamilySearch or 
design your own



https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Use_Appropriate_Forms



Enter a source 
once, then reuse 
multiple times.

Sort information 
by individual, 

location, record 
type.

Syncs with 
FamilySearch.

Saves document 
images.

Helpful for 
extracting all 

surnames from a 
large database.

Fee based 
subscription 

required.





Determine the 
research question: 

identify an ancestor, 
prove a family 
relationship or 

discover ancestor 
actions.

Create an 
objective by 
using key 

identifiers of  
name, birth, 
residence, 

marriage, death.





1. Search marriage 
records for Georgia 
Ann (Lewis) and a 
Dawson spouse –

Georgia or Alabama. 

2. View the original 
probate file. Look for 
other family members

3. Search the 1850, 
and 1860 census 

records for Dawson 
and Lewis families.

4. Search cemetery 
records for Georgia 

Ann (Lewis) Dawson 
– Russell County, 

Alabama.

5. View additional 
probate records for a 

possible father for 
Georgia.



Date Repository
URL/Call#
/Microfilm

#

Searching 
for

Locality
Source 
citation

Results/com
ments



"Alabama, County Marriages, 1805-1967," Russell, 1809-1861, John H. Dawson and Georgia Ann Lewis, 4 February 

1850, image 156, Ancestry (www: ancestry.com : accessed 6 March 2017); image from FamilySearch.

John H Dawson 

and Georgia Ann 

Lewis, married 4 

February 1850 by 

John E Dawson; 

Russell County, 

Alabama



List the date the 
search was 
performed.

Some databases are 
updated periodically 

and need to be 
rechecked at a later 

date.

6 Mar 2016



Record the website, 
library, archive, or 

other physical 
location that holds 

the source.

The repository 
could be your own 

files if  it is an 
inherited letter or 

document.

Ancestry



URL/Call#/Microfilm# : 

Copy and past 
the URL, use 
Bitly.com to 

shorten

The unique call 
# or microfilm # 

at a library or 
archive

http://bit.ly/2mNTL6b

http://bit.ly/2mNTL6b


Searching For:

List the specific 
search: record 
type and name

Sort date by this 
column to 

organize by 
record type

Marriage record for 

Georgia A Dawson



Locality:

List the specific 
locality: city, 

county, state or 
country

Sort date by this 
column to 

organize by 
locality

Russell County, Alabama



Source Citation:

Create the first 
time a source is 

viewed

Use 5 questions 
to add all details 
about a source

"Alabama, County Marriages, 

1805-1967," Russell, 1809-

1861, John H. Dawson and 

Georgia Ann Lewis, 4 

February 1850, image 156, 

Ancestry (www: ancestry.com : 

accessed 6 March 2017); 

image from FamilySearch.





Results / Comments:

Use NIL for 
not in 

location

Detail all 
information



Results / Comments:

Copy names 
exactly

Abstract 
information for 

lengthy 
documents

John H Dawson and Georgia 

Ann Lewis, married 4 February 

1850 by John E Dawson; Russell 

County, Alabama





The estate file contained 17 images and included the 

will of  Georgia A. Dawson, witness statements, 

inventory and appraisement of  the estate, record of  

the executor’s sale, and final administrative 

documents.



Trustee O.L. Lewis “to buy three marble 

slabs to be placed over the graves of  my 

mother, step-mother, and myself.

First removing the remains of  my 

stepmother and my two children 

from their present burial place.

To where my own mother is buried 

and in one grave place myself  and 

two children with a marble slab over 

us.”







Mother 

Lewis

John H. 

Dawson

Lilly 

Dawson

? (Lewis) 

Royston

Sarah M. 

(Lewis) 

Lawton

Mary L. 

(Lewis) 

Lawton

Savannah 

N (Lewis) 

Buford

O. L. 

Lewis

Mary 

Royston

Sarah 

Royston

? Dawson

? Dawson

Georgia 

Ann Lewis

Stepmother

Lewis



1850 U.S. Census, Russell County, Alabama, population schedule, p. 

203 (printed) sheet 101 (stamped), dwelling 1411, family 1411, 

Noland Lewis household, digital images, Ancestry

(http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 7 March 2017); citing NARA 

microfilm publication M432, roll 14.



1850 U.S. Census, Muscogee County, Georgia, population schedule, 

Columbus, p. 333 B(stamped), dwelling 624/44, family 704/3, John E 

Dawson household; digital image, Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com : 

accessed 7 March 2017); citing NARA microfilm publication M432, roll 79.



Mother 

(Martha?) 

Lewis

John H. 

Dawson

Lilly 

Dawson

? (Lewis) 

Royston

Sarah M. 

(Lewis) 

Lawton

Mary L. 

(Lewis) 

Lawton

Savannah 

N (Lewis) 

Buford

O. L. 

Lewis

Mary 

Royston

Sarah 

Royston

? Dawson

? Dawson

Georgia 

Ann Lewis

Stepmother 

(Martha?) 

Lewis

Noland 

Lewis



1860 U.S. Census, Macon County, Alabama, population schedule, 

Southern Division, p. 801 (stamped), dwelling 624/44, dwelling 745, 

family 744, John W Dawson household; digital image, Ancestry

(www.ancestry.com : accessed 7 March 2017); citing NARA 

microfilm publication M653.



Mother 

(Martha?) 

Lewis

John H. 

Dawson

John 

Dawson

? (Lewis) 

Royston

Sarah M. 

(Lewis) 

Lawton

Mary L. 

(Lewis) 

Lawton

Savannah 

N (Lewis) 

Buford

O. L. 

Lewis

Mary 

Royston

Sarah 

Royston

Mary 

Dawson

Lilly 

Dawson

Georgia 

Ann Lewis

Stepmother 

(Martha?) 

Lewis

Noland 

Lewis



Phyllis East,Sacred to the Memory of  the Ancestors of  Russell County, 
Alabama, (Opelika, Alabama : Genealogical Society of  East 
Alabama, 1999); FHL 976.1485. V3e.

MariLee Beatty Hageness, Church and Family Cemeteries, Russell 
County, Alabama : volume AL64-1, (Anniston, Alabama : M.B. 
Hageness, 1995). FHL 9761485 V3h.

Search for Georgia A Dawson death, 1860-1861,database online, 
Find a grave.com, (http://www.findagrave.com, viewed 7 March 
2017).

No results; searched for Lewis 

and Dawson



"Alabama, Wills and Probate Records, 1753-1999,“ Russell Will Records, Vol 2, 1850-

1873, p.39,41; will for Pearce A Lewis, 1852, image 183; Ancestry 

(https://ancestry.com : accessed 25 May 2018).



Mother 

(Martha?) 

Lewis

John H. 

Dawson

John 

Dawson

? (Lewis) 

Royston

Sarah M. 

(Lewis) 

Lawton

Mary L. 

(Lewis) 

Lawton

Savannah 

N (Lewis) 

Buford

Olwen L. 

Lewis

Mary 

Royston

Sarah 

Royston

Mary 

Dawson

Lilly 

Dawson

Georgia 

Ann Lewis

Stepmother 

(Martha?) 

Lewis

Noland / 

Nolen R. 

Lewis

Jacob G. 

Lewis





26 Entries
Date 

searched
Repository

Urls –
Links

Search 
specifics

Locality 
of search

Complete 
source 

citations
Results



Evaluate

Evaluate 
information 
and evidence.

Be

Be more 
productive 
and efficient 
in research.

Avoid

Avoid 
duplication of  
effort.

Break through

Break through 
brick walls 
with better 
record 
keeping.
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