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THE GENEALOGY 
RESEARCH PROCESS
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WHY USE THE FAMILYSEARCH CATALOG

Billions of 
records

Family History 
Centers 

worldwide

Records for 
every locality



TYPES OF SEARCHES

Place

Surnames

Title Author

Subjects

Keywords
Call 

Number

Film #

Book 
Search



ACCESSING 
THE 

FAMILYSEARCH 
CATALOG

Catalog

Search



PLACE SEARCH

ÅDefault when first 

accessing the 

FamilySearch Catalog

ÅLocate all of the 

records for a specific 

locality.



Å U.S. searches: enter United 

States, then name of state, 

county, or city; donõt use 

òcountyó in the search.

Å Alternately, enter the 

county or city and select 

from the options that 

appear.



Other countries: enter 

the name of the country 

in English, then the 

state, province, and 

town name in the 

countryõs language.



Å For the British Isles, search 

with and without òshireó for 

complete results.

Å Alternately, enter the city or 

town name and select from 

the options that appear.



ÅBEDFORD

ÅBEDFORDSHIRE

ÅHERTFORD

ÅHERTFORDSHIRE

ÅMONMOUTH

ÅMONMOUTHSHIRE



TIPS FOR USING THE PLACE SEARCH

Tip Use the òPlaces withinó feature

Tip Search for records at each jurisdictional level

Tip Spell place names correctly



Specific record 

collections: 

school 

yearbooks, 

cemetery 

records, 

directories, etc.Phenix City



PLACE SEARCH: UNITED STATES, IDAHO, 
CASSIA, SPRINGDALE ðCHURCH RECORDS



Daughters of Utah Pioneers, òHand written Copy of the Meetings of the Springdale Camp, 

Cassia Idaho (1935-1938),ó image 14 of digitized manuscript, 

FamilySearch(https://familysearch.org : accessed 21 March 2017).

Handwritten 

copy of the 

meetings of the 

Springdale 

Camp, Cassia 

Idaho: Florence 

Kelsey .25 dues 

paid



SURNAME SEARCH

ÅFind histories, 

biographies, or 

genealogies that mention 

a specific surname

ÅFind the surname used in 

a title



Dawson 

(surname) + 

military 

(keyword)

A Confederate Girlõs Diary

Surname: Dawson



EXCERPT FROM A CONFEDERATE 
GIRL'S DIARY

Dawson, Sarah Morgan. A Confederate Girlõs Diary. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 

1913.

òAll those dancing there that 

night have undergone trial and 

affliction since.ó



TITLE SEARCH

ÅFind specific titles of books, 

journals, microfilm, or maps

ÅEnter words in the title, can be 

out of order or missing words



TITLE SEARCH: SIMILAR TO A KEYWORD 
SEARCH BUT SEARCH TERMS MUST BE IN 

THE TITLE

Titles containing both òcottonó and òAlabamaó

Cotton      Alabama



AUTHOR 
SEARCH

Locate all titles attributed to 

individual authors



ÅEnter first name and surname for best 

results.

ÅCan enter just a surname or first name if 

needed ðwill have more results.

ÅAuthors can be listed in multiple ways, 

complete names or just initials.
Hageness



SUBJECT 
SEARCH

Uses the Library 
of Congress 

subject headings

Use for broad 
searches: Native 
Americans, Civil 

War, Quakers



Use known 

ancestor 

information such 

as religion, 

nationality, 

language, etc.

Combine a subject 

search with keywords 

to narrow down the 

results

Civil War



SUBJECT: CIVIL WAR + PLACE: ALABAMA

Personal Narratives (12)



KEYWORD SEARCH

ÅSearch all catalog entries 

containing the search terms: 

authors, titles, subjects, film 

notes, etc.



KEYWORD SEARCH FOR 
ALABAMA: 13,366 

RESULTS

NARROWING BY 
NEWSPAPERS AND 

1900S: 3

Alabama, Madison County, Huntsville, 

Newspapers: The Huntsville Times, The 

Huntsville Daily Times, 1928 -1992





CALL NUMBER SEARCH

ÅLocate specific information for 

publication such as the author, 

title, date and place published.



Find all information needed for a source citation:

author, title, publication



FILM/FICHES 
NUMBER 
SEARCH

ÅLocate the 

original image

FHL microfilm 1,656,121

No image available



Searching by the film number brings 

up the record collection: Parish 

Registers for St. Maryõs Church 

(Oldham, Lancashire), 1558 -1968

1656121



PARISH REGISTERS FOR ST MARY'S CHURCH 
(OLDHAM, LANCASHIRE), 1558 -1968

Marriages, 1843 -1848 1656121



IMAGES ON 
THE 
MICROFILM

ÅLook at beginning 

of collection

ÅCheck for an index

ÅNote organization 

of film



TIP: Use image 

numbers to skip 

through the 

microfilm



Oldham, Lancashire, Parish Registers for St. Maryõs Church, Marriages, 1848-1854, 

Fielding ðCooper, 15 August 1847; digitized microfilm , FamilySearch 

(https://familysearch.org : accessed 14 March 2017), FHL microfilm 1,656,121 

image 471.

James Fielding Bachelor Collier Crompton James Fielding

Betty Cooper Spinster Crompton James Schofield



TYPES OF 
SEARCHES

FOR BEST 
RESULTS, 

EXPERIMENT 
WITH A 

VARIETY

Place

Surnames

Title

Author

Subjects

Keywords

Call Number

Film #

Book Search



FILTERING
RESULTS

Availability

Year

Category

Language

Keyword, Title, & 

Surname Searches 

have additional 

filters.



FILTER BY AVAILABILITY

Family 
History 
Center .

OnlineAny



FILTER: ONLINE RECORDS 

Only records 

available online 

are shown - 12

Availability: 

Online



FILTER: ONLINE RECORDS 

Click the arrow to 

see a dropdown 

list of Family 

History Centers 

and where records 

are available.



TIPS FOR BETTER RESEARCH USING THE 
FAMILYSEARCH CATALOG

Create Create a print list of books and microfilm 

Use Find new sources to search

Locate and look Locate and look at the original image



CREATE A PRINT LIST OF RECORDS TO 
SEARCH



CREATE A PRINT LIST

Microfilm numbers are not added, 

pencil those in after printing the 

list.



BOOK SEARCH

ÅTo find all books or periodicals that have been digitized 

by FamilySearch, click òBooksó under òSearchó on the 

FamilySearch home page.



FAMILYSEARCH DIGITAL LIBRARY

òBrowse collections from libraries all over the world .ó


