
Instagram for Genealogy
SHARING YOUR LEGACY



Class Materials

FamilyLocket.com/byu/

-Download slides

-Info about our classes, booth, free 
podcast, etc.



Why 
Instagram?

Photo sharing app

1 billion active users per month

Social network

Connect with relatives



Instagram Basics

Create an account i.e. @familylocket

Follow friends

See a stream of your friends’ photos

Posts: 1-10 photos; or a video; friends can 
comment or like

Stories: vanish in 24 hours, can be live video, no 
comments or likes



Stories

More engaging 

Teens love them

Video



Instagram for 
Genealogy

Photo Sharing

Searching

Learning and 
Inspiration



Photo Sharing



Keep Memories of Loved 
Ones Alive

• People go to Instagram to talk about 
what excites them

• Does family history excite you?

• Honor ancestors by sharing their 
memory

• Keep their stories alive on Instagram

• Teach the next generation, siblings, 
cousins, parents, etc.



What to share

PHOTOS HEIRLOOMS GEOGRAPHICAL 
INFORMATION

STORIES









Other ideas

◦ favorite family pastime (stratego)

◦ great-grandfather's favorite chocolate cake

◦ recipes

◦ family traditions

◦ photos of ancestral homeland

◦ local history

◦ historic sites





How to Share on Instagram

Must use the Instagram mobile 
app (phone, tablet, etc.)

Cannot post to Instagram from 
your computer



FamilySearch 
Memories app

Download a 
photo to your 
mobile device



Open the 
Instagram app

Create a new 
post +

Choose your 
photo(s) – up 
to 10



All done!



Click + to add

Choose photo

Take a picture

Add a caption



All done!



Create Images to 
Share





Google Photos

• Google Assistant 

• Then and now 
photos auto-created

• Videos auto-created

• Easy to share on 
Instagram!



Google 
Photos

• Then and Now 
collage of my 
brother

• Click the share 
button when using 
the Google Photos 
app on your phone



Canva





FamilySearch Discovery Compare-A-Face

FamilySearch.org/Discovery





Create Videos to 
Share



Adobe Spark

Spark Post app

Great for Instagram Stories



Print your Instagram Posts into a Book

• Chatbooks

• Blurb

• Shutterfly



Searching Instagram



Hashtags

#familyhistory

#dna

#localhistory

#househistories



3 New Ways to Use Hashtags for 
Genealogy

Amy Bowser Tennant

1. Hashtags to organize and share event photos - family 
reunions

2. Follow a genealogy event like #RootsTech and 
#NGS2019GEN

3. Follow a Twitter chat



Genealogy Photo A Day

By Genealogy Girl Talks

The Genealogy Photo A Day Challenge is a fun way to share your genealogy and family history on 
Instagram.

1. Follow @genealogyphoto (http://www.instagram.com/genealogyphoto) on Instagram.

2. Share a photo following the daily prompts (or post your own genealogy and family history themed 
photos).

3. Use the hashtag #genealogyphotoaday and #genealogyphoto so others can find you and like your 
pictures, too.

4. You can post your photos to the Genealogy Girl Talks Facebook page 
(http://www.facebook.com/GenealogyGirlTalks) and we'll share your photos there, too!



Learning & Inspiration



Crowd-source your photo mysteries –
Maureen Taylor

◦ Not every photo is identifiable with the information on the back

◦ Post your photo mystery on Instagram for feedback from cousins

◦ ask where it was taken to see if your followers recognize the 
location

◦ “You might not know where it is,” said Taylor. “But your cousin or 
distant cousin might say, ‘Oh, that’s great-grandma’s house. We 
used to drive by that all the time.’”



Who to follow

@FamilyLocket @Ancestry @GenealogyCenter, 
@FamilyHistoryModernized, @FamilySearch, 
@SaveFamilyPhotos

@the_corsetedbeauty for 18th century fashion, also 
@beths.historicaldresses



Class Materials

FamilyLocket.com/byu/

-Download slides

-Info about our classes, booth, free 
podcast, etc.

Questions?


