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▪ Summer of 2015 –
FamilyLocket.com launched

▪ Summer of 2017 - Diana’s 
Accreditation

▪ Fall of 2017 - First RLP study group

▪ Spring of 2018 – RLP book launch

▪ Fall of 2018  E-course launched

▪ Fall of 2018 - The Research Like a 
Pro Genealogy Podcast launched



Does it 
work?

▪ Rondie Yancey – December 4, 2017

▪ “I solved a long-standing family mystery 
using the research methods Diana 
provided. I certainly became a research 
log enthusiast when I saw how much 
using the log helped me with this 
solution. Each lesson demonstrated how 
much more efficient and effective my 
research could be, and I would 
recommend this class to anyone who 
seriously wants to improve their skills. I 
have been doing genealogy for over 20 
years, but this class helped me on to a 
new level.”



Does it work?

▪Julie Clark: “I always wanted to follow a professional 
genealogist around as they did their research. I wanted to 
know how they did their research so efficiently and 
effectively. Well, finally Diana and Nicole had made this 
possible with their Research Like a Pro e-course. They’ve 
already have helped me become more effective in my 
research. And their techniques have given me a more solid 
foundation on which I can continue to build my own 
research tools and techniques that work best for me. Thank 
you, Diana and Nicole.”



Not enough time

Not using a research log

Not writing conclusions







The Research Like a Pro 
Process
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Day 1:

Research 
Question

▪Task: Analyze your tree 
and choose a simple 
research question about 
someone close to you –
not your brick wall yet!



What was my 2nd great 
grandmother’s life like 
before her move to 
Oklahoma?



Day 2:

Objective

▪Task: Write an objective 
from your question using the 
key identifiers of complete 
names and birth, death, and 
marriage dates and places.



▪ The objective for this project is to 
discover more about the life of Nancy E. 
Briscoe, born 7 February 1847 in Benton 
County, Arkansas. Nancy married Richard 
Frazier about 1865 in Missouri and died 
30 January 1924 in Love County, 
Oklahoma.



Day 3: 

Timeline

▪Task: Gather and review 
sources that are already 
known about your relative 
and make a simple timeline. 
Tomorrow, you will analyze 
each event in your timeline 
for source and information.



▪6 birth events

▪1 estimated marriage date

▪6 residences from census 
records

▪1 widow’s pension record

▪1 burial record



Day 4: 

Analyze Your 
Sources

▪Task: Go through each event 
in your timeline and analyze 
the source (original, 
derivative, authored) and 
information (primary, 
secondary, unknown).

▪ Look for gaps and write 
down any questions or ideas 
you have in the sources to 
search section of your 
Research Project Document.



▪ 1860 U.S. Census, Newton County, Arkansas, population schedule, Jackson, page 958 (penned), dwelling 77, Nancy Brisco
household; digital image, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com: accessed 30 Jan 2019); citing NARA microfilm publication M653 roll 46.



Day 5: 

Locality 
Research Part 1

▪Task: Choose a locality in 
your timeline and learn 
about it.

▪ Today you will add basic 
information about the 
locality to the background 
information section of your 
Research Project Document. 

▪Tomorrow you will list where 
to find the record sets.



▪ McDonald County, 
Missouri

▪ 1849 Created from 
Newton county

▪ 1856 Log courthouse 
demolished

▪ 1863 Courthouse burned

▪ Barry County, Missouri

▪ 1835 Created from 
Greene County

▪ 1861 Courthouse burned



Day 6:

Locality 
Research Part 2

▪Task: Finish your locality 
research by creating a list of 
important record groups in 
the locality and where to 
find them online.

▪ You'll use the FamilySearch 
Wiki and Catalog.





Day 7:

Hypothesis

▪Task: Create a hypothesis 
based on what you learned 
from your timeline and 
source analysis.



Day 7: My 
Hypothesis

▪Nancy E. Briscoe experienced 
the Civil War as a young 
woman growing up on the 
border of Arkansas and 
Missouri. The devastation of 
war precipitated the move of 
Nancy and her Confederate 
veteran husband, Richard 
Frazier, to Texas by 1870 and 
shaped the remainder of her 
life.



Day 8: 

Research 
Planning

▪Task: Prioritize the records 
you have listed in "identified 
sources to search." 

▪Make sure you have at least 4 
records to search but not 
more than 6-7 in your 
prioritized plan.



Day 8: My 
Prioritized 

Research 
Plan

▪ Search county histories for Barry and McDonald 
Counties for life during the Civil War era and 
after - reconstruction. 

▪ Illustrated History of McDonald County, Missouri, 
from the Earliest Settlement to the Present Time 
(digitized book)

▪ View maps of the area where Nancy E. Briscoe 
lived - historical and Google Earth.

▪ Research the Civil War service of Richard Frazier 
mentioned in the Pension Application

▪ Research the Nancy Briscoe, head of household in 
1860 where Nancy E. Briscoe is listed as a 14 year 
old. Look for her on online trees.



Day 9: 

Source Citations 
Part 1

▪Task: Make 1-2 source 
citations for events in your 
timeline.



▪ Nancy E. Frazier, widow of 
Richard Frazier, application no. 
A2988, 1915-1924, pension no. 
P1077, Record Group 5; digital 
images, "Confederate Pension 
Records Database," Oklahoma 
Digital Prairie 
(http://www.digitalprairie.ok.go
v) : accessed 20 Jan 2019); citing 
Commissioner of Confederate 
Pensions, Oklahoma State 
Archives, Oklahoma Department 
of Libraries, Oklahoma City, Ok.



Day 10: 

Source Citations 
Part 2

▪Task: Make 2 more source 
citations for events in your 
timeline.



▪ 1900 U.S. Census, Chickasaw 
Nation, Indian Territory, population 
schedule, Township 7S Range 1W, 
enumeration district (ED) 177, 
sheet 6B (penned), dwelling 89, 
family 91, Richard Frazier 
household; digital image, Ancestry 
(http://www.ancestry.com 
accessed 30 Jan 2019); citing NARA 
microfilm publication T623. 



Day 11:

Research Log

▪Task: Use your research plan 
and search the first 2-3 
records in your plan.

▪ Log what you did in your 
research log with a complete 
source citation and a link to 
the record or database.



▪ Search county histories for Barry and 
McDonald Counties for life during the Civil 
War era and after - reconstruction. 



Day 12:
Research Log

▪Task: Finish following your 
research plan and logging 
your searches.

▪ Abstract or transcribe any 
documents like wills or court 
records.



Search Civil War Records for Richard Frazier, husband of Nancy E. Briscoe Frazier



Day 13: 

Report Outline

▪Task: Make an outline of 
what you're going to write 
using your research log and 
put everything into a logical 
order.



Day 13: My 
Outline

▪ Objective

▪ Background Information

▪ Widow’s Pension Application

▪ Birth of Nancy E. (Briscoe) Frazier

▪ Civil War and Marriage of Nancy E. (Briscoe) 
Frazier

▪ Conclusion

▪ Suggestions for Future Research



Day 14:

Report Writing

▪Task: Follow your outline and 
write a summary of your 
research. 

▪ Include future research 
suggestions.



▪ “The counties where Nancy was born, 
resided, and married are all located squarely 
in the Ozark Mountain range. . . .The rich 
land would have yielded good crops and 
Nancy’s father and husband all farmed the 
land to provide for their families.”



▪ “Where Nancy herself 
gave the information, 
her date of birth was 
noted as 1848 and 
birthplace Barry 
County, Missouri, or 
just Missouri. This is 
likely the most 
accurate date and 
place. Table 1 table 
details the various 
entries throughout her 
life.”



▪ SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH

▪

Research the John Briscoe family of Newton County, Arkansas 
listed on the 1850 census. Discover the connection to Nancy 
Briscoe, age 53 on the 1860 census of Newton County, 
Arkansas.

▪ Search the 1860 census for all members of the family of 
Nancy E. Briscoe found on the 1850 census of Benton County, 
Arkansas.





OVERCOME BRIGHT SHINY 
OBJECT SYNDROME

STAY FOCUSED OVERCOME BRICK WALLS





Research 
Like a Pro 

e Course 
Details

▪ Work at your own pace

▪ Personalized online eCourse page to track your 
progress

▪ Access to eight 30-60 minute webinars

▪ Quizzes to test learning

▪ Access to monthly “Ask Diana” office hours

▪ Printable Research Like a Pro flowchart

▪ Assignment descriptions and work samples

▪ Links to additional reading and podcast episodes 
for each lesson

▪ Printable certificate after you turn in your final 
assignment (research report)

https://familylocket.com/shop/



WATCH EACH WEBINAR AT 
YOUR CONVENIENCE

SPEND AS MUCH TIME AS 
NEEDED ON AN ASSIGNMENT

















Feedback on 
Assignments

▪ Karen: “Research like a Pro e-course worked well 
for me. The easy-to-use format keeps you on 
task. Start with a video and practice the 
techniques with assignments. To get the most out 
of the course, post your assignments in the 
Facebook forum and get feedback. Then take the 
quiz and see how much you’ve learned. Diana 
Elder breaks research into bite-sized pieces so 
you can learn to be a more efficient and 
productive genealogist.”





Have a process to followHave

Use time efficientlyUse

Make progress on brick wallsMake

Learn more about ancestorsLearn

Feel in control of genealogyFeel in

https://familylocket.com/shop/





https://familylocket.com/shop/



https://familylocket.com/shop/


