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Objective

Determine the parents of Elizabeth Biddle, born 17 March 1800 in England, died 28 November
1888 in Worcester, Otsego, New York, and who married William Rhodes 10 Nov 1825 in East
Claydon, Buckinghamshire, England.

Results Summary:

Analyzed the New York State census records for William and Elizabeth Rhodes, 1855,
1865, and 1875.

Analyzed the U.S. Federal Census records for William and Elizabeth Rhodes, years
1860, 1870, and 1880.

Determined that Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes was born on 17 March, with a birth year
range of 1797-1801.

Determined that Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes and her parents were born in Oxfordshire,
England.

Located the 1850 Census for the William Rhodes family.

Located the 1849 Arrival of the William and Elizabeth Rhodes family.

Located the 1841 England census for the William and Elizabeth Rhodes family.
Located the 1825 marriage transcription for William Rhodes and Elizabeth Biddle.
Located three candidates for the baptism of Elizabeth Biddle in Oxfordshire or
Buckinghamshire.

Eliminated candidates 2 and 3 because they were not baptized in the expected birth
year range.

Determined that Elizabeth Biddle, baptized 24 March 1799, in Souldern, daughter of
Thomas Biddle and Elizabeth, is a match to Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes.

Evaluated maps of Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire to add evidence to the theory that
the Candidate 1 is a match to Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes.

Compiled a table of all the baptisms of children of Thomas Biddle and Elizabeth in
Souldern parish, 1790-1815.

Located the marriage of Thomas Biddle and Elizabeth Petivor in Fritwell Parish,
Oxfordshire.

Located the baptism records of Thomas Biddle and Elizabeth Petivor in Fritwell Parish.
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Summary Of Known Facts

Fact Source

Elizabeth Biddle was born in Oxfordshire, England, about 1799-1800. 1880 Census!
Elizabeth's parents were also born in Oxfordshire.

Elizabeth Biddle's birth date range calculated from ages reported on 1855, 1865, and 1875 New York State
census records is 6 June 1797 - 2 June 1800. Censuses. 1860, 1870, 1880 U.S.
Federal Censuses.

Elizabeth Biddle was born 17 March 1800. Gravestone?

Elizabeth Biddle married William Rhodes 10 Nov 1825 in East FamilySearch Family Tree®
Claydon, Buckinghamshire, England.

Elizabeth Biddle was the mother of seven children. 1865 New York Census*
Elizabeth's first three children were born in Drayton Parslow, FamilySearch Family Tree®

Buckinghamshire, England
e David, b. Dec 1826
e Mary Ann, b. 20 Aug 1828
e  William Jr., b. 22 Jun 1830

Elizabeth's last four children were born in Mursley, Buckinghamshire, FamilySearch Family Tree®
England:

Elizabeth, b. 3 Oct 1832

e Hannah, b. 26 Mar 1836
e Emmanuel, b. 1 May 1838
e Sophia, b. 26 Dec 1840
Elizabeth's son William Rhodes Jr. was married 13 June 1848 in FamilySearch Family Tree’”

Birmingham, Warwick, England.

The Rhodes family immigrated from England to New York in about 1908 Obituary of Hanna Roads Robbins®

11880 U.S. Federal Census, Otsego County, New York, population schedule, Worcester, sheet 530D (stamped), p. 4
(penned), line 25, household of William Rhodes; digital image, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org : accessed 2
May 2018); citing NARA microfilm publication T9, roll 916.

2 Find A Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com : accessed 1 May 2018), memorial 100866812,
Elizabeth Biddle Roads (1800-1888), citing Maple Grove Cemetery, Worcester, Otsego County, New York;
gravestone photograph by Lorna Puleo (contributor 47503235).

3 Elizabeth Biddle K67Z-KF8, FamilySearch Family Tree (https://www.familysearch.org/tree : accessed 10 May
2018).

4 1865 New York State Census, Otsego County, New York, Worcester, p. 24 (penned), dwelling 197, family 230,
William Roads household; digital image, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com : accessed 2 May 2018); citing Census
of the state of New York, for 1865. Microfilm. New York State Archives, Albany, New York.

5 Elizabeth Biddle K67Z-KF8, FamilySearch Family Tree (https://www.familysearch.org/tree : accessed 10 May
2018).

® Ibid.

" William Rhodes, Jr. K874-4FV, FamilySearch Family Tree (https://www.familysearch.org/tree : accessed 10 May
2018).
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1848. Hannah's obituary stated, "Mrs. Robbins...was a native of
England but had resided in this country for sixty years.

Elizabeth and her husband William and their son Emmanuel moved to | 1855 New York State Census °
Worcester, Otsego, New York in about 1851. They reported asked
they had resided in Worcester 4 years.

Elizabeth's daughter Mary Ann was married 29 Oct 1852 in Schodack, | FamilySearch Family Tree°
Rensselaer, New York.

Elizabeth and William Rhodes were enumerated on the 1855 New 1855 New York State Census!?
York State Census in Worcester, Otsego, New York.

Elizabeth and William were enumerated on the 1860 U.S. Census. 1860 U.S. Census??

Elizabeth's youngest two children were married in Worcester: FamilySearch Family Tree!?
e Sophia, 12 Mar 1862
e Emmanuel, 24 Dec 1863

Elizabeth and William were enumerated on the 1865 and 1875 New 1865 New York Census!4
York State Census; as well as the 1870 and 1880 U.S. Federal 1870 U.S. Federal Census?®
Census in Worcester. 1875 New York Censust®

8 Find A Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com : accessed 1 May 2018), memorial 130152055,
Hanna Roads Robbins (1836-1908); citing obituary of Mrs. W.R. Robbins, The Otsego Farmer (Cooperstown, NY),
Fri., Apr. 24, 1908, p. 4.

9 1855 New York State Census, Otsego County, New York, Worcester, unpaginated, dwelling 31, family 33, William
Rhodes household; digital image, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org : accessed 2 May 2018); citing county clerk
offices, New York.

10 Mary Ann Rhodes M5M4-GBS, FamilySearch Family Tree (https://www.familysearch.org/tree : accessed 10 May
2018).

11 1855 New York State Census, Otsego County, New York, Worcester, unpaginated, dwelling 31, family 33, William
Rhodes household; digital image, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org : accessed 2 May 2018); citing county clerk
offices, New York.

121860 U.S. Federal Census, Otsego County, New York, population schedule, Worcester, p. 2 (penned), dwelling 8,
family 8, household of William Roads; digital image, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org accessed 2 May 2018);
citing NARA microfilm publication M653, Roll 840.

3 Sophia Rhodes K4V4-53L, FamilySearch Family Tree (https://www.familysearch.org/tree : accessed 10 May
2018).

See also Emanuel Roads KL76-G9W, FamilySearch Family Tree (https://www.familysearch.org/tree : accessed 10
May 2018).

14 1865 New York State Census, Otsego County, New York, Worcester, p. 24 (penned), dwelling 197, family 230,
William Roads household; digital image, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com : accessed 2 May 2018); citing Census
of the state of New York, for 1865. Microfilm. New York State Archives, Albany, New York.

151870 U.S. Federal Census, Otsego County, New York, population schedule, Worcester, p. 45 (penned), dwelling
377, family 406, household of Willam Roads; digital image, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org : accessed 2 May
2018); citing NARA microfilm publication M593, Roll 1076.

16 1875 New York State Census, Otsego County, New York, Worcester, p. 15 (penned), family 159, William Roads
household; digital image, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org : accessed 2 May 2018); citing State Library,
Albany; FHL microfilm 869,028.
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1880 U.S. Federal Census?’

Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes died 28 Nov 1888 and was buried in Maple | Gravestone!®
Grove Cemetery, Worcester, Otsego County, New York.

Background Information

Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes was born about 1797-1800 in Oxfordshire, England.'® She and her
husband William Rhodes immigrated with their family of seven children to the United States in
about 1848, according to the obituary of their daughter Hannah, which stated that she resided in
the United States for 60 years at the time of her death in 1848.2°

Discovering the parents of immigrants to the United States born prior to 1837 can be
challenging. The 1841 England Census gives little information about birth places. Civil
registration of births, marriages, and deaths did not begin until 1837.

Church records are the best source for information for determining parents prior to 1837 in
England. Baptismal entries for infants usually occurred soon after birth and included the name
of the child's parents. If the county to search for the baptism is known, it is more likely that
research will reveal the baptism.

The most helpful clue about the county of Elizabeth Biddle's birth comes from the 1880 U.S.
Federal Census, an unlikely source of specific birth information. Usually this census lists only
the country of those born outside of the United States. However the 1880 Census for William
Rhodes and his wife Elizabeth list both the county and country of birth for them and their
parents, as seen in table 1-1 below.

171880 U.S. Federal Census, Otsego County, New York, population schedule, Worcester, sheet 530D (stamped), p.
4 (penned), line 25, household of William Rhdes; digital image, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org : accessed 2
May 2018); citing NARA microfilm publication T9, roll 916.

8 Find A Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com : accessed 1 May 2018), memorial 100866812,
Elizabeth Biddle Roads (1800-1888), citing Maple Grove Cemetery, Worcester, Otsego County, New York;
gravestone photograph by Lorna Puleo (contributor 47503235).

19 1855 New York State Census, Otsego County, New York, Worcester, unpaginated, dwelling 31, family 33, William
Rhodes household; digital image, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org : accessed 2 May 2018); citing county clerk
offices, New York.

See also 1880 U.S. Federal Census, Otsego County, New York, population schedule, Worcester, sheet 530D
(stamped), p. 4 (penned), line 25, household of William Rhdes; digital image, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org
:accessed 2 May 2018); citing NARA microfilm publication T9, roll 916.

20 Find A Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com : accessed 1 May 2018), memorial 130152055,
Hanna Roads Robbins (1836-1908); citing obituary of Mrs. W.R. Robbins, The Otsego Farmer (Cooperstown, NY),
Fri., Apr. 24, 1908, p. 4.
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Table 1-1
1880 U.S. Census - William Rhdes [sic]

Locality 1880, Worcester, Otsego, New York

ED, Sheet, Line ED 126, Sheet 530D, Line 25

Enumeration Date 2 June 1880

Location Description Birth Place

House Family Name Sex Age Relationship|Occupation [Self Fath |Moth

blank blank Rhgles, M 84 Retired Buckinghamshire, [Buck, |Bucks,
William Eng Eng |Eng
Elizabeth [F 80 Wife Keeping Oxfordshire, Eng Oxf Oxf,

house Eng

This information was likely reported by Elizabeth or her husband, both of whom are reliable
informants. Knowing the county of birth for Elizabeth and her parents significantly narrowed
down the number of parish registers to be searched for her baptismal record.

Oxfordshire, England, is located in South East England, and shares a border to the east with
Buckinghamshire, the county of Elizabeth Biddle and William Rhodes' marriage in 1825. A
transcription of this marriage from the East Claydon Parish register was located and will be
discussed later in the report.

James Barclay's Complete and Universal English Dictionary, published in 1842, includes an
entry about Oxfordshire:

A county of England, 47 miles in length, and 29 in breadth; bounded by
Buckinghamshire, Gloucestershire, Berkshire, Warwickshire, and Northamptonshire. It is
divided into 14 hundreds, which contain 1 city, 12 market towns, 280 parishes, and 51
villages. The air is sweet, mild, pleasant, and healthy, for which reason it contains
several gentlemen's seats; and the soil, though various, is fertile in corn and grass, and
the hills are shaded with woods. It is also a great sporting country, there being
abundance of game preserved here. It has no manufactures of any account, being
chiefly agricultural. Its chief city is Oxford. Population, 161,643. It sends 9 members to
parliament.??

A map of the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire show the location of East Claydon Parish (1 on
the map below) and its proximity to the border with Oxfordshire.?

21 Buckinghamshire Marriage Index, East Claydon, William Roads - Elizabeth Biddle marriage, 10 November 1825,
database, FindMyPast (https://search.findmypast.com : accessed 9 May 2018); citing Centre for Buckinghamshire
Studies, Buckinghamshire Archives, Archive reference PR51/1/6, Anglican Church Parish Registers, page 15.

22 "Oxfordshire," Genuki: UK & Ireland Genealogy (www.genuki.org.uk : accessed 10 May 2018); citing James
Barclay's Complete and Universal English Dictionary, 1842.

23 Historical Maps, East Claydon, Buckinghamshire, England, interactive map, FamilySearch
(Maps.FamilySearch.org : accessed 10 May 2018).
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Working Hypothesis

Elizabeth Biddle was born 17 March 1800 in Oxfordshire, England. Her parents were also born
in Oxfordshire. Elizabeth moved to Buckinghamshire where she met and married William
Rhodes. They had seven children and then immigrated to the United States in about 1848.

Findings & Analysis

To trace Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes back in time and find all clues that may help identify her
parents, the 1850 U.S. federal census was searched. In Schodack, Rensselaer County, New
York, "William Rhoads" was living in the household of George Self, as seen in table 1-2 below.?*
This is the same location as the marriage of William and Elizabeth's daughter, Mary Ann in
1852, so it is very likely to be the residence prior to the family moving to Worcester.®

1850 U.S. Census

Table 1-2
George Self Household

‘ Locality ‘ 1850, New York, Rensselaer County, Schodack

24 1850 U.S. Census, New York, Rensselaer County, population schedule, Schodack, Household of George Self,
dwelling 2532, family 2875 p. 412 (stamped) p. 823 (penned), digital image, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com :
accessed 9 May 2018); citing Roll M432_586, Record Group 29, National Archives, Washington, D.C. [Document 1]

25 Mary Ann Rhodes M5M4-GBS, FamilySearch Family Tree (https://www.familysearch.org/tree : accessed 10 May
2018).
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Enumeration Date 28 Oct 1850
Description Real Birth
Page | House | Family | Name Age | Sex | Occupation | Estate| Place| Remarks
823 2532 | 2875 George Self 45 M Farmer 4000 Eng
William Rhoads | 50 M Farmer Eng
824 Ann Rhoads 48 F Eng Person over 2 who
cannot read or write.
Manual Rhoads | 12 M Eng Attended school
within the year.
Edward Wilson | 42 M Laborer Eng

In this census, "William Rhoads: is listed with a 48 year old woman named Ann. This is probably
his wife Elizabeth. Perhaps her middle name was Ann, or the informant was George Self and he
didn't know William's wife very well. Her estimated birth year range from her reported age is 29
Oct 1801 - 28 Oct 1802. They are listed with "Manual Rhoads," a shortened version of their son
Emanuel's name. This census confirms that they immigrated before 28 October 1850, so the
family will not be found on the 1851 England Census. To make sure, the 1851 England Census
was searched, but no matches to the William and Elizabeth [Biddle] Rhodes family were found.

1849 Arrival in New York

Passenger lists for immigrants arriving in New York were searched. The Rhodes family was
located in 1849, arriving on the ship Devonshire.?® Four of the children were traveling with their
parents. Their birthplaces were all listed as England. No additional birthplace information was
learned for Elizabeth. The ship sailed from London and arrived in the port of New York on 24
July 1849.

Ship and Devonshire, Captained by H.B. Novey, Arrived 24 July 1849

Arrival

Passenger | Name Age | Sex Occupation Country to which Country in which they

Number they severally intend to become
belong. inhabitants.

170 W Rhodes 55 Male Farmer England U. States

171 Elizabeth 50 Female | - " "

172 Mary Anne 19 " - " "

173 Hannah 13 - " " "

174 Emanuel 11 Male -

175 Sophia 9 Female | -

26 Manifest of Passengers, District of New York, Port of New York, Arrival 24 July 1849, unpaginated, passenger no.
171, Elizabeth Rhodes, Ship: Devonshire, captain H. B. Novey, database with images, Ancestry
(https://www.ancestry.com : accessed 10 May 2018); Citing Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at New York, New
York, 1820-1897, National Archives, Microfilm Publication T715, Series M237, Roll 081, List 1011. [Document 2]
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1841 England Census

Next, the 1841 England Census was searched. The "Wm Rhoads" household was found living
in Mursley, Buckinghamshire, England.?” All seven of their children were enumerated, along
with a young woman named Hannah Borden, whose occupation was FS (Female Servant), as
seen in table 1-3 below. In 1841, census takers were instructed to round the ages of all those
older than 15 to a lower multiple of 5, but not all followed this rule. Some rounded up and some
recorded the exact age.?® Elizabeth's age was given as 40, which if not rounded, would be
calculated as a birth year range of 1800-1801. If her age was rounded down, the calculated birth
year range is 1797-1801.

Table 1-3
Wm Rhoads Household
Locality ED 21, Mursley, Buckinghamshire, 6 June 1841
Age and Sex Where Born
lio / Whether born | Whether born in
Folio . in same county|Scotland, Ireland, or
Page Place House Names Male | Female Profession foreign parts
4/1 Mursley | Inhabited | Wm Rhoads 45 Farmer ys
Elizabeth 40 ys
David 15 ys
William 10 ys
Maryann 10 ys
Elizabeth 9 ys
Hanah 5 ys
Emanuel 3 ys
Sofiah 4 ys
months
Hannah Borden 15 GS No v

The columns under "where born" in the 1841 census ask two questions - whether born in the
same county where the census was taken, and whether born in foreign parts. Everyone in the
"Wm Rhoads" household is listed as being born in the same county, which is Buckinghamshire,
except their servant, who is also listed as being born in foreign parts.

27 1841 England Census, Buckinghamshire, Mursley, ED 21, folio 4, p. 1, Wm Rhoads household; digital image,
Ancestry (https://www.search.ancestry.com : accessed 8 May 2018) ; citing PRO HO107, Piece 50, Book 16, GSU
roll 241214. [Document 3]

28 "England Census: Further Information and Description," FamilySearch Wiki (https://www.familysearch.org/wiki :
accessed 10 May 2018).
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Does this mean that Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes was born in Buckinghamshire instead of
Oxfordshire? No, this is not reliable evidence that Elizabeth was born in Buckinghamshire. Of
the four checkmarks on the page for "whether born in foreign parts,” only one of them had "no"
written in the "whether born in same county" [of the census] column, that of Hannah Borden.
Each of the other people on the page who were born in foreign parts should have a "No" for
whether born in same county. Therefore, the yes and no answers in this column are not reliable.
The birthplace of Oxfordshire is still the best hypothesis for Elizabeth's birthplace.

1825 Marriage and Banns of Elizabeth Biddle and William Rhodes

The date and place of marriage for Elizabeth Biddle and William Rhodes was obtained from
FamilySearch Family Tree. The original marriage record of Elizabeth Biddle and William Rhodes
could contain clues about Elizabeth's county of origin and relatives. An index and transcription
of the marriage from the East Claydon Parish Register was located, and is copied below.?° The
future research suggestions include locating the original image of this marriage record in the
digitized microfilm of the East Claydon Parish Register at the Family History Center.

Marriage 25 November 1825

Anglican Church Parish Registers

East Claydon Parish Register, page 15

Elizabeth Biddle, female, residence East Claydon, spinster
William Roads, male, residence East Claydon, bachelor
First witness: John Stevens

Second witness: Fanny Tombs

Married by Banns

The new clues obtained from this transcription include that this was the first marriage for both of
the parties involved (determined by their state as spinster and bachelor), and the witnesses:
John Stevens and Fanny Tombs. These individuals could be relatives or friends of Elizabeth or
William. The residence of both Elizabeth and William state that they are residents of East
Claydon. A transcription of the banns of marriage was also located. It was read beginning on 2
October 1825 in East Claydon Parish to allow residents to make any objections to the marriage.
The original record of the banns should be located and checked for further clues.*

Elizabeth Biddle Baptism

Using the clues about Elizabeth's birthplace being Oxfordshire and occurring about 1797-1800,
parish baptisms were searched. Only one baptism was located for females named Elizabeth

29 Buckinghamshire Marriage Index, East Claydon, William Roads - Elizabeth Biddle marriage, 10 November 1825,
database, FindMyPast (https://search.findmypast.com : accessed 9 May 2018); citing Centre for Buckinghamshire
Studies, Buckinghamshire Archives, Archive reference PR51/1/6, Anglican Church Parish Registers, page 15.

30 Buckinghamshire Marriage Index, East Claydon, William Roads - Elizabeth Biddle marriage, 10 November 1825,
database, FindMyPast (https://search.findmypast.com : accessed 9 May 2018); citing Centre for Buckinghamshire
Studies, Buckinghamshire Archives, Archive reference PR51/1/6, Anglican Church Parish Registers, page 15.
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Biddle in all of Oxfordshire from 1797-1800, discussed as "Candidate 1" below. Two additional
baptisms were located for children named Elizabeth Biddle in 1791 and 1792, but these
candidates are not within the expected birth year range. They are discussed in the "Other
Candidates" section.

Candidate 1: Elizabeth Biddle, baptized 24 March 1799 in Souldern, Oxfordshire

On March 24, 1799, in the parish of Souldern, "Elizabeth, the daughter of Thos. Biddle and
Elizabeth his wife was baptized."3!
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Does this baptism match the Elizabeth Biddle who married William Rhodes in 1825 in East
Claydon, Buckinghamshire? The date fits within the expected birth year range and is in the
expected county. Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes' gravestone states she was born on March 17th.%? If
this baptism is a match, she would have been 7 days old. Most babies were baptized within
about a week of their birth during this time period in the Anglican Church.

Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes' gravestone states that her year of birth was 1800. This does not
match this baptism, but how reliable is the information? The birth information on Elizabeth

31 Souldern Parish, (Oxfordshire, England), Parish Registers, p. 33, line 21, baptism of Elizabeth Biddle (24 March
1799) digital image, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com : accessed 9 May 2018); citing Anglican Parish Registers,
Oxfordshire Family History Society and Oxfordshire History Centre, Reference Number: BOD244 c_2. [Document 4]
32 Find A Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com : accessed 1 May 2018), memorial 100866812,
Elizabeth Biddle Roads (1800-1888), citing Maple Grove Cemetery, Worcester, Otsego County, New York;
gravestone photograph by Lorna Puleo (contributor 47503235).
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(Biddle) Rhodes' gravestone was not given by an eyewitness to her birth, nor is the gravestone
an original record of her birth. The informant for the gravestone was probably passing on third
hand information, if it was passed from Elizabeth's mother to Elizabeth, then on to Elizabeth's
children. Therefore, the birth year on Elizabeth's gravestone cannot be considered as reliable as
the birth year ranges calculated from census records where Elizabeth was likely an informant.

As shown in table 1-4 below, the combined estimated range for the birth date of Elizabeth
(Biddle) Rhodes span 6 June 1797 - 28 October 1802.%3 The baptism date of Elizabeth Biddle
on 24 March 1799 in Souldern Parish certainly falls this range.

Table 1-4
Birth Year Ranges for Elizabeth Biddle
Calculated from Census Records

Type of Census Date of the Elizabeth's Calculated birth year range
Census reported age

1841 England Census 6 June 1841 40 7 June 1797- 6 June 1801
1850 U.S. Census 28 October 1850 48 29 Oct 1801 - 28 Oct 1802
1855 New York State Census 5 June 1855 57 6 June 1797 - 5 June 1798
1860 U.S. Federal Census 12 June 1860 62 13 June 1797 - 12 June 1798
1865 New York Federal Census | 20 June 1865 67 21 June 1797 - 20 June 1798
1870 U.S. Federal Census 11 July 1870 71 12 June 1798 - 11 July 1799
1875 New York State Census 14 June 1875 77 15 June 1797 - 14 June 1798
1880 U.S. Federal Census 2 June 1880 80 3 June 1799 - 2 June 1800

Souldern parish is located in North East Oxfordshire, on the border with Northamptonshire. It is
about 17 miles away from East Claydon Parish where Elizabeth Biddle and William Roads were
married.

33 The birth year ranges were calculated using the date of the census and Elizabeth's reported age on the respective
census.
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Map showing_ the proximity of Souldern Parish (marked as 1) to to East Claydon Parish (mark
with a red dot) - about 27 km or 17 miles.3*
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Other Candidates

To find additional evidence of Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes' parentage, as search was made of
parish registers in Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire from 1790-1810 to find other candidates
who could match Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes. If these candidates can be eliminated, credence is
added to the conclusion that candidate 1 is the only candidate matching Elizabeth (Biddle)
Rhodes.

Candidate 2: Elisabeth Biddle, baptized 17 March 1792 in Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire

34 Historical Maps, Souldern, Oxfordshire, England, interactive map, FamilySearch (Maps.FamilySearch.org :
ccccccc d 10 May 2018).



A baptism was found on 17 March 1792 in Chipping Norton, a parish in Oxfordshire, England for
Elisabeth Biddle, daughter of Thomas Biddle and Ann.* Chipping Norton is in West
Oxfordshire, near the border with Gloucestershire and Warwickshire. This parish is further away
from Buckinghamshire where Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes was married. The baptism date falls on
the same date that was stated on Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes' gravestone, however the year of
the baptism does not fall within the expected birth year range. Many possible marriages exist in
Warwickshire and Gloucestershire that could match candidate 2. This candidate is not a likely
match to Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes.

Candidate 3: Elizabeth Biddle, baptized 12 July 1791 in Wrasbury, Buckinghamshire

A baptism was found on 12 July 1791 for Elizabeth Biddle, daughter of William Biddle and
Susannabh, in Wraysbury Parish, Buckinghamshire.®® Wraysbury is a parish at the Southern tip
of Buckinghamshire, bordering Middlesex, Berkshire, and Surrey. The year for this baptism is
not within the expected birth year range. Marriages in Surrey and other surrounding counties
could be a match to this candidate. She is not a likely match to Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes.

35 Chipping Norton Parish, (Oxfordshire, England) Parish Registers, Baptism of Elisabeth Biddle (17 Mar 1792)
database, FindMyPast (https://search.findmypast.com : accessed 9 May 2018); citing FamilySearch Intl, England
Births & Baptisms 1538-1975.

36 Wraysbury Parish, (Buckinghamshire, England) Bishop's transcripts, baptism of Elizabeth Biddle, 12 Jul 1791,
database, FindMyPast (https://search.findmypast.com : accessed 9 May 2018); citing Wraysbury, Buckinghamshire
Bishop's transcripts, archive reference D/A/T/192, England, United Kingdom.
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e Candidate 1 was baptized in Souldern, Oxfordshire.

e Candidate 2 was baptized in Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire.

e Candidate 3 was baptized in Wraysbury, Buckinghamshire.

e Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes was married in East Claydon Parish, Buckinghamshire,
highlighted in yellow.

The candidate whose baptism and pre-marriage residence was closest to the marriage location
of Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes is Candidate 1. Elizabeth Biddle, baptized in Souldern, is the most
likely match to our subject.
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Parents of Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes

After examining all three candidates for the baptism of Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes, Candidate 1
is the most likely. Therefore, it is almost certain that the parents of Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes
are Thomas Biddle and his wife, Elizabeth, and that Elizabeth Biddle was baptized 24 March
1799 in Souldern, Oxfordshire, England.

Possible Biddle Siblings in Souldern

The Souldern Parish Register was searched for additional Biddle children in the years 1790-
1810, to find possible siblings of Elizabeth Biddle.

Table 1-5

Birth Register, Souldern, Oxfordshire, England
Source Souldern, Oxfordshire, England Parish Register
Baptized Child’s Name Father’s Name Mother’s Name
16 Feb 1795 [Unnamed] daughter of Thos Elizabeth

Thos Biddle and Elizabeth

6 Aug 1797 Mary Biddle Thos Elizabeth
24 Mar 1799 Elizabeth Biddle Thos Elizabeth
13 Dec 1801 John Biddle Thomas Elizabeth
5 June 1803 Ellen Biddle Thos Elizabeth
27 Apr 1806 John Biddle Thos Elizabeth
25 Dec 1809 Hannah Biddle Thomas Elizabeth
17 July 1814 Martha Biddle Thomas Elizabeth

Two of the names included in this parish register match the names of William and Elizabeth
(Biddle) Rhodes' daughters, giving additional evidence for the theory that Candidate 1 is a
match to Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes. The names that match are Mary and Hannah.

Thomas Biddle and Elizabeth Petivor Marriage 1793

According to the 1880 Census, Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes' parents were also born in
Oxfordshire. If a baptism record can be found for Elizabeth's parents in Oxfordshire, it would
lend additional evidence to the theory that Candidate 1 is a match to Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes.
Before the baptism records can be found, the maiden name of the mother must be discovered.

The parents of Candidate 1 are Thomas Biddle and Elizabeth. To find the maiden name of
Elizabeth, a search was performed in Oxfordshire for marriages occurring about 1790-1795.
The marriage of Thomas Biddle and Elizabeth Petivor was located on 28 October 1793 in
Fritwell Parish, Oxfordshire.®® The transcription is as follows:

38 Fritwell Parish, (Oxfordshire England), Parish Registers, Fritwell Marriage Register 1754-1812, p. 26, No 100,
Thomas Biddle - Elizabeth Petivor, 28 October 1793, digital image, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com : accessed 9
May 2018); citing Anglican Parish Registers, Oxfordshire Family History Society and Oxfordshire History Centre,
Reference Number: PAR110/1/R3/1. [Document 5]
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Banns of Marriage between Thomas Biddle and Elizabeth petivor were published thru

several Sundays.

No 100

Thomas Biddle of this Parish

and Elizabeth Petivor of this Parish were

Married in this Church by Banns

this twenty eighth Day of October in the Year One Thousand Seven

Hundred and ninety three by me James Hakewill Vic".

This Marriage was solemnized between Us { The mark of Thomas Biddle
The mark of Elizabeth Petivor

In the presence of John Harkshorn Jun'

John Holscraft

Fritwell Parish lies west of Souldern Parish, as seen in the map below.
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Map showing the proximity of Souldern and Fritwell parish. Also highlighted is East Claydon
parish in Buckinghamshire.

Elizabeth Petiver Baptism

Next, baptism records were searched for Elizabeth Petiver, to see if she was born in
Oxfordshire, as the 1880 census for Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes reported.

A baptism was found for Elizabeth Petiver, daughter of William Petiver and Mary Petiver, on 4
June 1769 in Fritwell Parish, Oxfordshire.3® This is in the same parish as Elizabeth Petivor and

39 Fritwell Parish (Oxfordshire England), Parish Registers, baptism of Elizabeth Petiver, 4 Jun 1769, line 14, page 51,
image, Ancestry (https://search.ancestry.com : accessed 10 May 2018); citing Anglican Parish Registers, Oxfordshire
Family History Society and Oxfordshire History Centre, Reference Number: PAR110/1/R1/2. [Document 6]
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Thomas Biddle's marriage in 1793. Elizabeth Petivor would have been about 24 years old at the
time of marriage, making this baptism a likely match.

Thomas Biddle Baptism

Next, parish baptisms were searched for Thomas Biddle in Oxfordshire about 1750-1770. A
baptism was found for Thomas Biddle, son of John Biddle and his wife, on 11 August 1755 in
Fritwell Parish, Oxfordshire.*° He would have been about age 38 at the time of the marriage of
Thomas Biddle and Elizabeth Petivor.

Conclusion

All evidence points to Candidate 1, Elizabeth Biddle, baptized 24 March 1799, in Souldern,
Oxfordshire, England, daughter of Thomas Biddle and Elizabeth, as a match to Elizabeth
(Biddle) Rhodes. Research shows that Thomas Biddle and Elizabeth Petivor were married in
Fritwell, Oxfordshire, and were also born in that same parish. Candidates 2 and 3 are not likely
matches because they are not in the expected birth year range.

Suggestions For Future Research

To add further evidence to the conclusion that the parents of Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes are
Thomas Biddle and Elizabeth Petivor, the following searches are suggested:

Order the death certificate for Elizabeth (Biddle) Rhodes using the New York Death
Index, certificate number 41547.
o To order, go to https://www.health.ny.gov/vital records/genealogy.htm
o The delivery of the death certificate may take 8 months
o The death certificates of this time period in New York may not contain any
information about birth place or parents.

e Find original parish register of banns and marriage of Elizabeth Biddle and William
Rhodes in East Claydon Parish Registers of 1825, p. 3 and p. 15. Parish Register is
online, viewable at a FHC: catalog entry for East Claydon Parish Reqgisters.

e Research Candidates 2 and 3 to find their siblings, marriages, and residence in the 1841
census. Further research about them could more concretely eliminate them as matches.

e Research the Biddle children whose baptisms were listed in the Souldern Parish registry

from 1795-1811.

o Find their marriages in the Parish Registers of Oxfordshire and neighboring
counties

o Find them in the 1841 census looking for clues linking them to Elizabeth (Biddle)
Rhodes .

40 Fritwell Parish (Oxfordshire England), Parish Registers, baptism of Thomas Biddle, 11 Aug 1755, line 8, page 43,
image, Ancestry (https://search.ancestry.com : accessed 10 May 2018); citing Anglican Parish Registers,
Oxfordshire Family History Society and Oxfordshire History Centre, Reference Number: PAR110/1/R1/2. [Document
7]
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https://www.health.ny.gov/vital_records/genealogy.htm
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/774358?availability=Family%20History%20Library

Search in the Fritwell parish register for siblings of Thomas Biddle and a marriage record
for his father, John Biddle.

Search in the Fritwell parish register for siblings of Elizabeth Petivor and a marriage
record for her parents, William Petivor and Mary.
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