
1

William 
Keaton

Sally 
(Keaton) 
Reeves

Lucindrilla 
(Keaton) 

Welch

Malissa 
(Welch) 
Harris

Claude 
“Dock” 
Harris

Ettie Belle 
(Harris) 
Shults

Bobby 
Gene 
Shults

Diana 
(Shults) 
Elder

Sally Keaton: 

My Fourth-Great-Grandmother’s Sister
By Nicole Elder Dyer

AI guess for what Sally may have looked like. Image generated by 

ChatGPT, 4o, user Nicole Dyer, 24 May 2025, (https://openai.com).
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Anderson District, South 

Carolina, estate packets, no. 

362, William Keaton, notice to 

absent defendants to appear, 8 

September 1830, item 9; 

image, FamilySearch 

(https://www.familysearch.or

g/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-J38V-
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INTESTATE ESTATES IN 
SOUTH CAROLINA

Widow takes one third of  estate

Remainder divided between the children

If  children deceased, their lineal descendants 
represent them

If  no children, then parents and siblings take one 
moiety and widow the other

4

Benjamin James, A Digest of  the Laws of  South-Carolina: containing the public statute law of  the state, down to the year 1822; a compendious 

system of  the general principles and doctrines of  the common law, the law of  courts martial, and a great variety of  forms: the whole being designed, 

chiefly, for the instruction and use of  the private citizen and inferior magistrate (Columbia: Telescope Press, 1822), 192.©2025 Nicole Elder Dyer



WILLIAM 
KEATON’S 
DISTRIBUTEES

• Calculations for 
distribution

• “14 legatees or equal 
shares will give to each 
child and widow the sum 
of  $18.50”
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Anderson District, South Carolina, estate 

packets, no. 362, William Keaton, 

calculations for distribution, item 24.



WHO WAS SALLY REEVES?

Estate File

Daughter of  William Keaton and wife of  

William Reeves

Surname Confusion

Reeves was originally transcribed as Rives or 

River

Location Details

In 1830, Sally and William Reeves were 

located outside of  South Carolina; and at one 

point, in Tennessee

6©2025 Nicole Elder Dyer

Anderson District, South Carolina, estate 

packets, no. 362, William Keaton, absent 

legatees, item 25, undated, ca. 1830-1843.
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THE CHALLENGE

▪13 potential William Reeves 
households in 1830 in Tennessee

▪12 different counties

▪Potential matches in Franklin, 
Gibson, Hickman, Smith, Cocke, 
Hardeman, Davidson, Lincoln, 
Obion, and Shelby counties
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RESEARCH QUESTION

Which of  the thirteen William Reeves 
households enumerated in Tennessee in the 
1830 census belonged to the husband of  
Sally Reeves, who was named as child and 
distributee in William Keaton's 1830 estate 
records in Anderson District, South 
Carolina?

Sally was the wife of  William Reeves and 
they resided in Tennessee in 1830.

8



SALLY KEATON’S AGE ESTIMATE

• Correlation of  1790-1820 censuses – William 

Keaton’s households

• 1800 census: two females under age 10

• 1810 census: two females under 10 (b. 1800-

1810) and two females 10-15 (b. 1795-1800)

• Birth order list in estate file: all sons, then the 

daughters

• Correlation with known children’s 1850 census 

enumerations and headstones

• Polly born in 1797

• [--?--] born 1795-1800

• Mariah born in 1801

• Lucinda born in 1805

• Sally birth year estimate: 1799

©2025 Nicole Elder Dyer 9

Order of  Heirs

Anderson District, South Carolina, estate packets, no. 362, William Keaton, notice to 

absent defendants to appear, 8 September 1830, item 9.



REEVES NEIGHBORS OF WILLIAM KEATON

Review of  neighbors of  William 

Keaton from 1790-1820 censuses 

revealed two Reeves individuals of  

interest:

1. John Reeves, neighbor on 1790 

census

2. Burgess Reeves, neighbor on 

1800 census

©2025 Nicole Elder Dyer 10

1790 U.S. census, Pendleton District, South Carolina, population schedule, p. 13, col. 3, line 5, John Reeves

1800 U.S. census, Pendleton District County, South Carolina, population schedule, p. 154, line 1, Burgess Reeves



REEVES ESTATE RECORDS IN PENDLETON 
DISTRICT

Burgess Reeves: 1811 will – legatees:

• Fanny Reeves, wife and executrix

• John Mauldin, executor

• John Reeves, child and executor

• Mauldin Reeves, child

• Leathy Reeves, child

• William Reeves, child

John Reeves: 1846 administration – heirs:

• John A. Reeves

• R.W. Reeves

• Henry Tyler & wife Patience

• Micajah Anderson & wife Frances

• Heirs of  William B. Dickson by his wife Jane N., 

viz. Mary Speed and William Baily Dickson.

• Mary E. Reeves

©2025 Nicole Elder Dyer 11



12Anderson District, South Carolina, estate packets, no. 589, Burges Reeves, will, 6 March 1811.



FINDAGRAVE 
MEMORIALS

• Maulden Reeves, mentioned in will, illegible 

headstone, Croom Cemetery in Madison 

Co., Tennessee

• Frances (Mauldin) Reeves 1754-1823, no 

headstone image, citing Andersonville 

Cemetery

• Aleathy (Reeves) Manning 1785-1832, no 

headstone image, in the Ebenezer United 

Methodist Cemetery in Anderson County

• Burgess Reeves, not mentioned in will

• No William or John Reeves

Find a Grave, database and images 

(https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/84843338/maulden-reeves: 

accessed May 24, 2025), Maulden Reeves (1781–1873), memorial 

84843338, citing Croom Cemetery, Medon, Madison County, Tennessee; 

Maintained by HGWells (contr. 49850702).

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/84843338/maulden-reeves
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/84843338/maulden-reeves
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BURGESS REEVES AND FRANCES MAULDIN

• Executor John Mauldin headed a 
household in Pendleton District, SC in 
1790

• Database of  marriages: Burgess Reeves and 
France Mauldin married in Granville, 
North Carolina. “U.S. and International 
Marriage Records, 1560-1900” – from 
Family group sheets

• Burgess Reeves lived in Granville Co., NC 
in 1786 (state census)
"North Carolina, U.S., State Census, 1784-1787," Burgis Reeves, Granville Co., database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2870:3005 : accessed 3 February 2024); list taken by 
Zacharias Higgs in Fishing Creek district, 1786.

©2025 Nicole Elder Dyer 14
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REEVES –  MAULDIN CONNECTION
WAS FRANCES A MAULDIN?

• 1811 Will - Burgess names wife Fanny

• one of  the executors was John Mauldin

• One of  the sons was Mauldin Reeves, 
potentially named after his mother’s maiden 
name

• Proximity of  John Maulden and Burgess Reeves in 
1790

• 24 June 1791 – Burgess Reeves was grantee in a 
deed and Blake Mauldin was the subscribing 
witness (Pendleton District, SC)

• 1782 Deed of  John Mauldin to Burgess Reeves 
(Granville, NC)

• 1758 Granville, NC tax list – John Mauldin and 
Malikiah Reves

© Nicole Elder Dyer 2025 15
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1830 CENSUS SEARCH

▪ 13 potential William Reeves 
households

▪ 12 different counties

▪ 2 were eliminated based on household 
composition – no females between 
ages of  20-50

▪Potential matches in Franklin, Gibson, 
Hickman, Smith, Cocke, Hardeman, 
Davidson, Lincoln, Obion, and Shelby 
counties

©2025 Nicole Elder Dyer 16



JOHN M. REEVES MARRIAGE IN GIBSON 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

▪ Searched Ancestry Trees search for William 

Reeves, son of  Burgess Reeves and Frances 

Mauldin

▪ William E. Reeves was found, with a wife 

named Sarah Jackson and son named John 

Mauldin Reeves

▪ John M. Reeves married Charlotte Ballance 17 

January 1841 in Gibson Co., TN

Tennessee, U.S., Marriage Records, 1780-2002," John M Reeves 

and Charlote Ballance, 17 January 1841, Gibson Co., database 

with images; Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/740994:1169 : 3 February 2024).

17©2025 Nicole Elder Dyer
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GIBSON COUNTY, TENNESSEE

• 17 January 1841 John M. Reeves 

married Charlotte Ballance 

• 1830 census Gibson Co – 

William Reeves

• 1840 census Gibson Co – 

William Reeves

©2025 Nicole Elder Dyer 18

1840 U.S. census, Gibson County, 

Tennessee, population schedule, p. 

198, line 6, Wm Reaver [Reaves].



1850 CENSUS IN DESOTO COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI

John M. Reeves’ 1850 Household

▪ John M. age 31 (b. 1831) Tennessee

▪ Inferred wife Charlotte age 31, 

▪ Children born in Mississippi: Sarah (5), 
George (3), and Leathe (1)

Sarah Reeves’ 1850 Household

▪ Sarah age 53 (b. 1797) South Carolina

▪ Born in Tennessee: William E. (21), 
George L. (13), Harris P. (11), Henry 
M. (10)

▪ Born in Mississippi: Mary J. (7)

19©2025 Nicole Elder Dyer



REEVES CEMETERY

Burial in Izard County, Arkansas

Sarah Reeves followed her son’s 

migration path from Desoto Co., 

Mississippi to Izard County, Arkansas, 

and was buried in the Reeves family 

cemetery.

Headstone Age

Headstones in same style; likely placed 

later (ca. 1910); didn’t have specific dates

20©2025 Nicole Elder Dyer



LUCIDCHART OF AUTOSOMAL DNA MATCHES

©2025 Nicole Elder Dyer 21

Generation 1
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LUCIDCHART OF AUTOSOMAL DNA MATCHES
Generation 2
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LUCIDCHART OF AUTOSOMAL DNA MATCHES
Generation 3
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LUCIDCHART OF AUTOSOMAL DNA MATCHES
Generation 4
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LUCIDCHART OF AUTOSOMAL DNA MATCHES
All Generations
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POTENTIAL FOR 
MITOCHONDRIAL DNA TESTING

• 1850 census shows at least one potential daughter of  
Sally Reeves: Mary J. Reeves

• Autosomal DNA and indirect evidence points toward 
two more daughters: Leatha Caroline (Reeves) Balance 
and Martha M. (Reeves) Coody

• Targeted testing for a matrilineal descendant of  
Lucindrilla Keaton has been completed

• One mitochondrial match so far is to a descendant of  
Catherine Gresham’s sister, Susanna (Gresham) Mauldin

• The Mauldin surname provides another connection 
between the families

Catherine 
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Sally 
(Keaton) 
Reeves

Mary J. 
Reeves

Lucindrilla 
(Keaton) 

Welch

Malissa 
Welch
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Stephens
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