
Research 
Objective:

Identify the children of Baldy Dyer, who married Polly Taylor, 13 Dec 1800, in Davidson, Tennessee, and died 20 November 1814 in Davidson, TN. This is part of an overarching project to find out if there is any connection in Baldy Dyer's descendants to John Robert Dyer.

Localities: Davidson County, Tennessee

Date Reposit
ory

URL / Call # / 
Microfilm # Searching For Locality Year of 

Record Source Results Comments Source Analysis To do next

5/27/2019
FamilySe
arch.org Link Marriage

Davidson, 
Tennessee 1802

"Tennessee, County Marriages, 1790-1950," database with 
images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org : accessed 
27 May 2019), Joel Dyer and Sally Jones Christmas, 16 Jul 
1802; citing Davidson, Tennessee, United States, Marriage, 
p. 43, Tennessee State Library and Archives, Nashville and 
county clerk offices from various counties; FHL microfilm 
200,294.

Name        Joel Dyer, Sex        Male
Spouse's Name        Sally Jones Christmas, Spouse's Sex        Female
Event Type        Marriage
Event Date        16 July 1802
Event Place        Davidson, Tennessee, United States
Page Number        43

Joel Dyer marriage to Sally Jones Christmas, 1802; Joel Dyer was 
also found in Hawkins County records - possible connection to John 
Robert Dyer. The part where the marriage record book says "I 
solemnized the rites of marriage..." was left blank for almost all, with 
possible ditto marks. Perhaps Joel was a sibling, father, or uncle to 
Baldy.

Original - image of a 
marriage register

Review other pages of the marriage record 
book to see what the ditto marks in the "person 
who performed the marriage" field could mean.

6/3/2019
Ancestry.
com

https://www.
ancestry.
com/interactive/
2883/33119_29
0483-00006?
pid=260 Tax List

Davidson, 
Tennessee 1805

Davidson County, Tennessee, Tax List, 1805, Baldy Dyer, p. 
8; image online, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com : 
accessed 3 June 2019); citing Early Tax Lists of Tennessee, 
The Tennessee State Library and Archives, Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

1805 Tax list, Davidson County, Tennessee
page 8
Dyer, Joel.... 2 free white males,    12 taxable slaves
Dyer, R. Thomas... 2 free white males,   5 taxable salves
Dyer, Baldy... 1 free white male

There are 14 images in the tax list for Davidson County. It is arranged 
alphabetically. Someone, presumably many years later, added page 
numbers and wrote "Davidson 1805" on all the right hand pages as a 
running header. The columns are for name, # of Free White Males, 
and # of Taxable Slaves. On page 8, several Dyers are listed, 
including Joel, R. Thomas, and Baldy Dyer. Baldy  was indexed 
erroneously as Rudy - it's almost certainly a B not R. The image at 
Ancestry is difficult to read because of contrast and lighting problems.

Image of an original - poor 
quality imaging with heavy 
contrast on the writing 
making the letters 
undistinguishable from each 
other

Research R. Thomas Dyer and Joel Dyer to 
determine their relationship to Baldy.

6/3/2019
www.
tngs.org

https://www.
tngs.
org/resources/D
ocuments/Maga
zine/Vol%
2026%20No2%
201979.pdf Tax List

Davidson, 
Tennessee 1805

Betsy F. West, "Davidson County, Tennessee, Tax List - 
1805," Ansearchin' News vol. 26 (No. 2 Spring, 1979): 80-85, 
esp. 82; image online, Tennessee Genealogical Society 
(https://www.tngs.org/Ansearchn-News : accessed 3 June 
2019).  

Dyer Joel 2 free white males,  12 taxable slaves
Dyer, R. Thomas 2 free white males, 5 taxable slaves
Dyer Baldy 1 free white male, - [0] taxable slaves Betsy F. West transcribed Baldy correctly in her transcription of the 

1805 tax list

Derivative - the transcriber 
almost certainly had access 
to the original tax list and 
was able to read it well

6/3/2019
Fold3.
com

https://www.
fold3.
com/image/310
973464?
rec=300880247 Military Records

United States of 
America 1814

Records of Men Enlisted in the U.S. Army Prior to the Peace 
Establishment, May 17, 1815, Vol. 8 "D", p. 30, line 377, 
Baldy Dyer, enlisted 20 Nov 1814; image online, Fold3 (https:
//www.fold3.com/image/310973464?rec=300880247 : 
accessed 3 June 2019); citing National Archives Microfilm 
Publication M233, roll MIUSA1798_102863, National 
Archives, Washington DC.

No. 377, Full Name: Dyer, Baldy
Rank: Pri, Regiment: 39 U.S. Infy
Regimental Commander: Col J. Williams
Height: 5' 10", Eyes: Blue, Hair: black, Complexion: sandy
Another line of his description says he had sandy hair and fair complexion, age 30
Enlistment Date: 20 Nov 1814, enlisted by Ens RB Harney, for the period of 5 years
Occupation: Farmer
Birth Place: Greenville, N.C.
Age: 39, Estimated Birth Year: 1775
Branch: US Army, Conflict Period: War of 1812, Served For: United States of America
Remarks: D.R. Recruits Knoxville, Tenn, Nov 3 of 14 - D.R. Lt N.A. Covington's Co. 
Knoxville, April 3 of 15, absent, died Feby 1815.

The birthplace of Baldy as Greenville, North Carolina, is a significant 
finding, and points to a location to find additional Dyer relatives, and 
possible father candidates. 

This register is a derivative 
created from enlistment 
papers, muster rolls, and 
other sources. The image of 
the register is an original. 
The National archives states 
that these records might be 
the only source on enlisted 
men during the 19th century.

Find the original enlistment information - 
National Archives Enlistment papers, Regular 
Army, 1789-1894 - may not be microfilmed or 
digitized. Also, search for a regiment histoy for 
the 39th u.s. infantry and more info about Col. 
J. Williams, the regiment's commander. 
Additional FANs to  research: "Ens R.B. 
Harney," a possible friend or associate, and Lt 
N.A. Covington. Research Dyers in Greenville, 
NC, to find father candidates.

6/3/2019 Wikipedia

https://en.
wikipedia.
org/wiki/39th_In
fantry_Regimen
t_
(War_of_1812) Encyclopedia

United States of 
America 1814

"39th Infantry Regiment (War of 1812)," Wikipedia, (https:
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/39th_Infantry_Regiment_
(War_of_1812) : last edited on 28 April 2018, at 13:41 (UTC).

39th United States Infantry was a regiment of the regular Army; authorized 29 Jan 1813, 
recruited in East Tennessee by Col. John Williams; who had previously led the Mounted 
Volunteers of East Tennessee.

Baldy enlisted after the 39th participated in the battle of Horseshoe 
Bend

Authored source - contains 
basic info

Find a more detailed regimental history for the 
39th infantry

6/3/2019
Fold3.
com

https://www.
fold3.
com/record/641
231683-baldy-
dyer-private Military Records

United States of 
America 1815

"Bounty-Land Warrant Applications Index," entry for Baldy 
Dyer, Private, 1812, Fold3 (https://www.fold3.
com/record/641231683-baldy-dyer-private : accessed 3 June 
2019); citing National Archives Publication, Bounty-Land 
Warrant Applications Index (Text only collection), citing 
Warrant Number 12-302. 

Full Name: Baldy Dyer
Rank: Private
Service Year: 1812
Military Unit: 39th US Inf, Lt Covington
Warrant Number: 12-302
Rejected: FALSE
Conflict Period: War of 1812
Served For: United States of America Perhaps Baldy's widow, Mary, who applied after his death in 1815. Derivative - Index Order original bounty land warrant - DONE

5/27/2019
Ancestry.
com

https://www.
ancestry.
com/discoveryui
-
content/view/99
2628:7734?
tid=&pid=&quer
yId=42ac36e7-
3588-4f61-
9e3b-
661442a3ebdb
&_phsrc=UgX1
228&_phstart=s
uccessSource 1820 Census

Davidson, 
Tennessee 1820

1820 U.S. Census, Davidson County, Tennessee, Nashville 
City, household of Mary Dyer, page 45 (penned) line 19; 
database and images, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com : 
accessed 27 May 2019); citing National Archives microfilm 
publication M33, roll 122.

Name:        Maria Dyer 
Home in 1820 (City, County, State):        Nashville, Davidson , Tennessee
Enumeration Date:        August 7, 1820
Free White Persons - Males - Under 10:        2
Free White Persons - Females - Under 10:        1
Free White Persons - Females - 16 thru 25:        1
Free White Persons - Females - 45 and over :        2
Free White Persons - Under 16:        3
Free White Persons - Over 25:        2
Total Free White Persons:        6
Total All Persons - White, Slaves, Colored, Other:        6
Neighbors:  Ducan Robertson, David O Snow, James W McComb, David Bosworth, William 
Brooks, James B Houston, John Price, William Arthur, Joseph Woods

Maria Dyer was probably one of the two females age 45 and over, 
born before 1775, and her status as the head of household suggests 
she was widowed. This could be Baldy's widow, and the others could 
be her children. There were 6 total people. Image of an original

Research neighbors of Maria Dyer in teh 1820 
census.

5/27/2019
FamilySe
arch.org

https://www.
familysearch.
org/ark:
/61903/1:1:
KZ7P-VLV Marriage

Davidson, 
Tennessee 1830

"Tennessee, County Marriages, 1790-1950," database with 
images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org : accessed 
27 May 2019), James Tayler and Polly Dyer, 29 Apr 1830; 
citing Davidson, Tennessee, United States, Marriage, p. 381, 
Tennessee State Library and Archives, Nashville and county 
clerk offices from various counties; FHL microfilm 200,294.

Polly Dyer married James Tayler, 29 April 1830 in Davidson County, Tennessee; "I 
solemnized the rite of matrimony between the within named parties on the 29th day of Apl 
1830. Jno P. Enim J.P."

Could this be the widow of Baldy Dyer? If she was 20 in 1800 when 
she married Baldy, she would be about 50 years old in 1830. More 
likely to be the daughter of Baldy, Mary Dyer. If she was the female 
under 10 on the 1820 census, she could have been from 11-19 years 
old; if she was the 16-25 female in the 1820 census, she could have 
been about 26-35 years old at marriage. They were married b a justic 
of the peace.

Image of an original 
"marriage record" register; 
the register itself is likely a 
derivative based on the 
marriage returns of justices 
of the peace and others who 
performed the marriages.

Research James Tayler and Polly (Dyer) Tayler 
and trace them forward in time. Also trace 
James Tayler back in time - who was he and 
where did he come from? Was he part of the 
Daugherty/Taylor family from Warren Co. and 
Butler Co., Kentucky?

5/27/2019
Ancestry.
com

https://www.
ancestry.
com/interactive/
9176/00476903
6_00710 Inventory

McMinn, 
Tennessee 1841

"Tennessee, Wills and Probate Records, 1779-2008," 
database online, Ancestry (https://ancestry.com : accessed 
27 May 2019), Archibald Dyer in Manuael Parkinson 
Inventory; citing McMinn County Will Bookis, 1828-1848, p. 
450.

"1 note on Archibald Dyer due 8 January 1841 desperate $4.62", ditto for the next line due 7 
Jan."

Archibald Dyer in McMinn County; inventory of Manual Parkinson 
estate, p. 450. Is this Archibald the same Archibald who was a son of 
Baldy?

Derivative - transcription 
from probate book

Find original probate record of Manual 
Parkinson. Reserach Archibald Dyer of McMinn 
to see if it's the same person as Baldy's son 
Archibald.

6/3/2019
Fold3.
com

https://www.
fold3.
com/image/309
160385?
rec=293366466 Military Records

United States of 
America 1860-1934

"Numerical Index to Pensions, 1860-1934," Dependent 
Pension File, index card, Old War, Pension # 28317, Baldy 
Dyer as a dependent in Thomas Blake pension; image 
online, Fold3 (https://www.fold3.com/image/309160385?
rec=293366466 : accessed 3 June 2019). 

Card # 28317
Old War
Invalid: Thomas Blake
Dependent: Baldy Dyer

This could refer to a different Baldy Dyer, since the collection's time 
frame is much later after he died - 1860-1934. However, the "Old war" 
designation indicates that it could be from the War of 1812; or from 
the period after the Revolutionary War to Civil War, 1783-1861. 
Perhaps Baldy Dyer was a dependent of Thomas Blake through his 
mother's side. Index

Order the original pension application. Four 
records at Fold3 have digitized pension or 
bounty land applications for Thomas Blakes. 
Review these for Baldy.

5/27/2019
Ancestry.
com

https://www.
ancestry.
com/search/coll
ections/usproba
tetn/ Will

Davidson, 
Tennessee

"Tennessee, Wills and Probate Records, 1779-2008," 
database online, Ancestry (https://ancestry.com : accessed 
27 May 2019), negative search for Baldwin or Baldy Dyer in 
Davidson, Tennesee; citing Tennessee County, District and 
Probate Courts. NIL

Not in location (NIL) for Baldwin or Baldy Dyer in Davidson County, 
Tennessee Derivative - database serach

5/27/2019
FamilySe
arch.org

https://www.
familysearch.
org/ark:
/61903/3:2:
77TV-TPNZ Will

Davidson, 
Tennessee

Davidson County, Tennessee, Wills & Inventories Vol 3, 
1805-1811, Historical Record Project Copied under work's 
progress administration (Davidson Co., TN, 1936) 130, 
negative search for Dyer; image copy, FamilySearch (https:
//www.familysearch.org : accessed 27 May 2019); citing FHL 
24,633. NIL NIL for Dyer Original images

5/27/2019
FamilySe
arch.org

https://www.
familysearch.
org/ark:
/61903/3:2:
77TV-1MJL Will

Davidson, 
Tennessee

Davidson County, Tennessee, Wil Book #3-4, April 1805-
April 1816 NIL

NIL for Dyer on image 132, the index for what appears to be Will book 
4. Will book 3's index at the beginning started with F - the first pages 
must have been lost; but Baldy's will was probably not recorded 
before 1814. Will book 3 ended at the year 1810. Original images

5/27/2019
FamilySe
arch.org

https://www.
familysearch.
org/ark:
/61903/3:2:
77TV-19H Will

Davidson, 
Tennessee Davidson County, Tennessee, Will Book #7 1816-1821 NIL NIL for Dyer on image 8, with the D section of the index at the front Original images
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Research 
Objective:

Identify the children of Baldy Dyer, who married Polly Taylor, 13 Dec 1800, in Davidson, Tennessee, and died 20 November 1814 in Davidson, TN. This is part of an overarching project to find out if there is any connection in Baldy Dyer's descendants to John Robert Dyer.

Localities: Davidson County, Tennessee

Date Reposit
ory

URL / Call # / 
Microfilm # Searching For Locality Year of 

Record Source Results Comments Source Analysis To do next

5/27/2019
FamilySe
arch.org

https://www.
familysearch.
org/ark:
/61903/3:2:
77TV-1SH Will

Davidson, 
Tennessee Davidson County, Tennessee, Will Book #8 1821-1826 NIL NIL for Dyer on image 8, with the D section of the index at the front Original images

5/27/2019
FamilySe
arch.org

https://www.
familysearch.
org/ark:
/61903/3:2:
77TV-1SZR Will

Davidson, 
Tennessee Davidson County, Tennessee, Will Book #9 1826-1832 NIL NIL for Dyer on image 5, with the D section of the index at the front

5/27/2019
FamilySe
arch.org

https://www.
familysearch.
org/ark:
/61903/3:2:
77TV-134 Will

Davidson, 
Tennessee Davidson County, Tennessee, Will Book #10 1832-1836 NIL NIL for Dyer in image 7, D section in front Original images

5/27/2019
FamilySe
arch.org Link Will

Davidson, 
Tennessee Davidson County, Tennessee, Will Book #11 1837-1840 NIL NIL for Dyer in image 355, D section in front Original images

5/27/2019
FamilySe
arch.org Link Will

Davidson, 
Tennessee

"Tennessee Probate Court Files, 1795-1955," images, 
FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org : 27 May 2019), 
Davidson > Probate Court, Will records > 1784-1920 > 
Cobble, Cami - Eggstein, Joseph > image 2608 of 2908, 
negative search for Baldwin or Baldy Dyer; county archives, 
Tennessee. NIL NIL for Baldwin or Baldy Dyer Original images Search for will and probate in a different county.

5/27/2019
FamilySe
arch.org Link Land

Davidson, 
Tennessee

Land and property records, 1784-1946, Grantee index A-K 
1784-1871 NIL NIL for Dyer Original images

5/27/2019
FamilySe
arch.org Link Land

Davidson, 
Tennessee

Land and property records, 1784-1946, Grantor index A-K 
1784-1871 NIL NIL for Dyer Original images

5/27/2019
Ancestry.
com Link Military U.S.

U.S. Compiled Revolutionary War Military Service Records, 
1775-1783 NIL NIL for Baldwin or Baldy Dyer derivative - Database search

4/3/24
National 
Archives

Can 1672, 
bundle 151, File 
36389 Military U.S. 1817

Baldy Dyer (Priv., Lt. Covington’s Company, 39th Inf., War of 
1812), bounty land warrant file 36389 (Act of 1812 In Lieu of 
BL #302), image 1; Military Bounty Land Warrants and 
Related Papers; Record Group 49: Records of the Bureau of 
Land Management; National Archives, Washington, D.C.

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
BOUNTY LAND FILES

ACT OF 1812 In lieu of B.L. # 302

VETERAN Baldy Dyer

1812
GRADE private

SERVICE 39th Inf.

Lt. Covington's Company

CAN NO. 1672 BUNDLE NO. 151
This is the first image in the short file, giving info about the file's 
contents Original image

9/27/23
National 
Archives

Can 1672, 
bundle 151, File 
36389 Military U.S. 1817

Baldy Dyer (Priv., Lt. Covington’s Company, 39th Inf., War of 
1812), bounty land warrant file 36389 (Act of 1812 In Lieu of 
BL #302), image 2; Military Bounty Land Warrants and 
Related Papers; Record Group 49: Records of the Bureau of 
Land Management; National Archives, Washington, D.C.

Pay master General's Office
City of Washington
Nov'r 11th 1817

I certify that it appears from a muster Roll of 
Capt. Covingtons detachment of the 39th U. S. Inf'y, on
file in this Office, that Baldy Dyer a private thereof,
enlisted on the 20th of Nov'r 1814, for 5 years, and died
in the month of February 1815.

Wm. Steen
Maj'r & Pay
Master

The Secretary of War.

This is the second image, and appears to be a certification from Wm. 
Steen, a paymaster who found Baldy on a muster roll for the 39th 
infantry; which muster roll also listed his death as Feb 1815. He 
enlisted in Nov and died in Feb, serving for just 2-3 months. Original image

What conflict or battle was happening in 
February 1812 that Baldy died in? Or did he 
simply die of illness or exposure?
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Baldy Dyer (Priv., Lt. Covington’s Company, 39th Inf., War of 
1812), bounty land warrant file 36389 (Act of 1812 In Lieu of 
BL #302), image 3; Military Bounty Land Warrants and 
Related Papers; Record Group 49: Records of the Bureau of 
Land Management; National Archives, Washington, D.C.

No 302.
Certificate of Military
service & death
Baldy Dyer a
prvt 39th Infy
Capt Covington Detachment
Mary Dyer Guardian to
7 Children

Enlisted 20th Nov 1814
for 5 years and
died in February 1815

This is the third iamge, and contains valuable information about his 
likely widow, Mary Dyer, and the fact that she was the guardian to 
seven children. Original image

Compare seven children with the historical 
records in the census and other records. In the 
1820 census Maria Dyer in Davidson Co had 6 
in her household; perhaps by 1820 some of the 
seven children were in their own household.

4/3/24
National 
Archives

Can 1672, 
bundle 151, File 
36389 Military U.S. 1817

Baldy Dyer (Priv., Lt. Covington’s Company, 39th Inf., War of 
1812), bounty land warrant file 36389 (Act of 1812 In Lieu of 
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Land Management; National Archives, Washington, D.C.

Warrant No. _______
Certificate No 302

WAR OF 1812.

Act of April 16, 1816

Warrantee Mary Dyer
Guardian of Children
Soldier Baldy Dyer
Private
39th Infantry

Nature of claim Survivor
For Pension This is the fourth image, and states that Mary Dyer was the warrantee 

and that she claimed a survivor pension. Original image

Check for any other record regarding this 
bounty land warrant file at the National 
Archives.
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